Am Bratach
Raasay’s Community Newsletter

APRIL 2018

SLUMBER
SISTERS
IN MAY

END OF ROOTS,
SHOOTS &
FRUITS

NEWS FROM
THE PRIMARY
SCHOOL

A DOLEFUL
DITTY

p.3

p.7

p.14

p.17

RAASAY TUNES
By Raasay Distillery
Over 80 islanders and visitors enjoyed a great night of music and craic as two of Skye's
finest musicians, Peter Morrison of Roag and Seumas Maclennan played their selection of
Raasay Tunes.
Seumas's family connections with Raasay are well known and Peter is widely known locally
and internationally, through regular traditional music sessions in the Old Inn, Carbost and
performing at some of the world's greatest festivals and venues over the past 25 years with
the Peatbog Faeries.
Not content with just playing the tunes, Peter and Seumas entertained everyone for a whole
two hours with
the characters
and stories
behind the
tunes, finishing
off with a
rousing set that
ended with the
much-loved Mrs
Macleod.
The Distillery
thanks all who
supported the
event and all
who helped
make the night
such a success.
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Raasay Tartan Commission
The Isle of Raasay Distillery took delivery last week of a commissioned table runner in Isle of
Raasay Tartan, which was hand woven by the
Raasay Weaver.
The runner will grace the big, hand-made wooden
table in the gathering room on special occasions.

RDT UPDATES
Report by: Rosemarie McNee, Local Development officer
A public meeting to share feedback and get suggestions to inform Raasay’s
Development Plan was held on Thursday 28th March 2018 in the Community
Hall. The meeting was well attended by over 20 people. The Local Development Officer gave a
presentation sharing the feedback that had been gathered from previous community events, meetings
with the Primary School and the Pancake People youth group. The presentation provided information
on the priority development projects RDT will be working on in the coming year. People who attended
the meeting completed a community consultation form. This form will be available at community office
for anyone who would like to fill one in. The information gathered from this meeting will be used to
inform the completion of the Development Plan. This plan will then be shared with the community.
RDT have been in negotiations with Highland and Islands Enterprise (HIE) to secure funding for a Local
Development Officer (LDO). HIE have agreed to fund a ½ time LDO post, the main focus for the funding
will be to progress projects that can create revenue/income sources such as Social Housing, Pontoon
development and the Biomass project for Raasay House. Whilst RDT are disappointed that we didn’t
get funding for a full time position we are fortunate to get this funding.
RDT will be looking to recruit a part time Admin Worker in the near future to assist them with
operational activities and will keep you posted on this.
SOCIAL HOUSING – RDT will be pursuing this project as a matter of priority. Initial meetings with all
relevant parties have been held and agreements in principal have been reached on how we will progress
this. We should be in a position to provide you with more information in the near future.

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter
Apr 2018

3

FORESTRY – There will be a public meeting to progress the Woodland Plan for the island on Thursday
3rd May @ 7:30pm in the hall everyone is welcome to attend. This meeting will provide an opportunity
to discuss ideas, suggestions and inform what FCS/FES will be doing to support Raasay.
CCF WOOD FUEL PROJECT – Sadly the wood fuel project that was funded by CCF has now come to
an end. RDT would like to say a huge Thank you to the staff, volunteers and people from the community
who supported this project. Angus Gillies has agreed to be the main contact for all wood orders, his
Contact number is: 01478 660383. You are still able to order your wood and make payments via
the office as well.

EDDIE AND THE SLUMBER SISTERS TOUR TO RAASAY

The National Theatre of Scotland is teaming up with the award-winning Catherine Wheels Theatre
Company, one of Scotland’s leading producers of children’s theatre, to present Eddie and the
Slumber Sisters; a new immersive, theatre show with music, for children and families, created and
directed by Catherine Wheels’ Artistic Director Gill Robertson.
As part of its Scotland-wide tour the show is set to visit Raasay, performing at Raasay Community Hall
on Saturday 12 May. The tour, which runs through April and May 2018, will also visit East Lothian,
Galashiels, Dunoon, Shetland, Ullapool and Clarkston, and will include presentations at the Dumfries
& Galloway Arts Festival and the Edinburgh International Children’s Festival.
Blending music, magic, and imagination, Eddie and the Slumber Sisters is a heart-warming fable
which explores the realities of grieving through the eyes of a child. Eddie might be quiet and reserved
by day, but at night her dreams are increasingly wild, chaotic and sometimes terrifying. It’s been like
this ever since her gran died; and Eddie’s gran was a one-off; bright, exuberant and silly, but most
importantly she was Eddie’s best pal, the one person she could really talk to about everything.
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Enter the Slumber Sisters: an all-singing trio whose job it is to monitor our dreams and ensure that
our night-time wanderings remain healthy and safe. Armed with an infinite supply of imaginative
remedies, they arrive to create dreams that will help Eddie through these difficult times. Director Gill
Robertson’s previous work with the National Theatre of Scotland include HOME East Lothian, Something
Wicked This Way Comes, and Martha, which toured schools as part of the inaugural Theatre in Schools
Scotland project in 2016.
Catherine Wheels’ current productions include the globe-trotting White, which continues to tour across
Europe, and How to Fix a Broken Wing (by Peter Collins) currently touring Scottish Primary Schools, in
Spring 2018, as part of Theatre in Schools Scotland.
Eddie & the Slumber Sisters is recommended for all dreamers aged 8 and over. There will be a relaxed
performance of the show at the Edinburgh International Children’s Festival, 10.30am on Fri 1 June.
Futureproof Passport
As part of the National Theatre of Scotland’s commitment to engaging with young audiences, the
Company is piloting a new membership scheme for 14-24 year olds in 2018. The Futureproof Passport
will give young people access to £5 tickets to selected performances across National Theatre of
Scotland’s 2018 season. £5 tickets will be available across all dates for Eddie and the Slumber Sisters,
subject to availability. For information on the Futureproof Passport scheme visit
www.nationaltheatrescotland.com.
Join the conversation: #Slumbersisters
On sale info:
Full tour and ticket information available at nationaltheatrescotland.com and
catherinewheels.co.uk
Listings info Raasay
Raasay Community Hall
Sat 12 May, 6.30pm
Tickets: £8 adults / £6 concession / £25 Family of 4
Box Office: 01478 660358

PRIMROSES
In the twenty-third of a series of articles on Raasay’s flora,
botanist STEPHEN BUNGARD takes a look at the primrose
The primrose gets its name from the Latin prima rosa (first rose) as it
flowers early in the year, even if it is not a rose by modern definition.
Plants in sheltered spots and a mild climate can flower at almost any
time of year but the bulk of flowering is in spring.
Flowers are typically a pale yellow colour but white and pink forms
are also seen, often the result of crossing with garden cultivars.
There are two flower types which were first described by Charles
Darwin in 1862 known as “pin” and “thrum” which occur in roughly
equal numbers and differ in the position of the stigma (the female
part) and the anthers (the male part with pollen). In “pin” flowers the
stigma is positioned at the top of the flower tube with the anthers
positioned halfway down. In “thrum” flowers the stigma is positioned
halfway down the tube with the anthers at the top.

Thrum flower © M. Manske
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This is thought to aid cross-fertilisation by insects where pollen picked up in one flower form is more
likely to be deposited on the stigma of the other flower type.
The flower type is genetically determined so only one type is present on any particular plant.
Primrose Rust (Puccinia primulae) can sometimes be seen on leaves in the summer and locally, at
least one type of fly larva (Chromatomyia primulae) makes mines in the leaves.
Stephen is Vice-county Recorder for the Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland for Skye, Raasay and
the Small Isles. His website, including Flora of Raasay, can be found at tinyurl.com/Raasayflora OR
bit.ly/Raasay, and his botanical blog can be found at skyeraasayplants.wordpress.com

Pin Flower © Velella

Primrose Rust © S. Bungard

Leaf mine © C. Farmer

Tìm nach dèan fuireach – ri duine no dòigh
by Niall Gòrdan
Agus mi ri cùrsa ann an Dùn Èideann bliadhnaichean air ais, bha caraid agam ann a chanadh rudan
annasach  is math is cuimhne leam na bh’ aige ri ràdha agus e fhèin ’s a theaghlach – mas fhìor –
cho bochd dheth ’s nach robh teilidh aca. “A Nèill,” chanadh e rium, “cha robh an dàrna roghainn againn
ach coimhead air an rèidio!”
Nach fada a shiubhlas cuibhle an fhortain – tha e ann an an comas dhaoine san latha a th’ ann an
dearbh rud sin a dhèanamh! Dè as ciall dha seo? Tha, gum faigh sinn prògraman rèidio air an teilidh –
agus iad a’ tighinn às iomadh dùthaich cuideachd. Tha seo ga mo thoirt gu mo chuspair: bho phòs mi
’s a rinn mi imrich don Eilean Sgitheanach, tha mi air cothrom fhaotainn tuilleadh tìde a chur seachad
air Gàidhlig na h-Èireann – Gaeilge – ionnsachadh, agus a thaing sin aig na gheibh mi de phrògraman
rèidio RTÉ.
Bidh mi a’ coimhead air prògraman Ghaeilge air an eadar-lìon cuideachd – ach ’s e na tha ri fhaotainn
air rèidio as saoire. Gabhaibh, mar eisimpleir, “Comhrá” air TG4 – bha am fear a chuireadh daoine fo
agallaimh cuideachd air an rèidio. B' fhìor thoil leam guth socair Mháirtín Tom Sheáinín.
Nis, rud feumail a thaobh seo uile, ’s e gum faodar prògraman a chlàradh – air bhideo! Ceart gu leòr,
chan eil mòran ri fhaicinn ’s tu ag ath-èisteachd ris na chlàraich thu: ach aig an aon àm, saoilidh mi
gun cuir e duine air socair a bhith a’ cluinntinn fuaim binn na Gaeilge agus dealbh gorm rèidh air
sgàilean a’ bhogsa… ciùineas mìorbhaileach.
Is math is cuimhne leam mi a bhith ri rud mar seo ’s mi ag ionnsachadh na Gàidhlig: agus feumaidh
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mi a ràdha gu bheil seo a cheart cho feumail a thaobh na Gaeilge, oir bheir e cothrom dhomh suidhe
sìos agus rudan a sgrìobhadh fhad ’s a bhios mo chluas ri claistneachd agus rud inntinneach air an
rèidio. Saoilidh mi gun canar “ionnsachadh air an iomall” ri seo – agus mholainn e do neach sam bith
nach eil a’ còmhnaidh an còir coimhearsnachd cànan an taghaidh.
Agus feumamaid cuimhne a chumail air rud cudromach eile cuideachd – gum bi, an lùib gach prògram
sa chànan-sa, sàr-cheòl ri chluinntinn!
Sin e gu seo, a chàirdein – agus san dealachadh, canaidh mi ruibh, cleas Gàidheil na h-Éireann…
Slán go fóillín!
-----------------------------

Time waits for no person or method
by Niall Gòrdan
Engaged in a course in Edinburgh years ago, I had
a friend there who’d say amazing things – I well
recall what he had to say about himself and his
family – supposedly – so poor that they had no
telly. “Niall”, he’d say, “we had no choice but to
watch the radio!”
The wheel of fortune travels far – it is now
possible for folk in the modern day to do just that!
What does this mean? It means that we get radio
programmes on the telly – and from many a
country too. This brings me to my subject: since
marrying and moving to Skye, I’ve had an
opportunity to spend more time learning Irish,
and that’s thanks to the radio programmes of
RTÉ.
I watch Irish programmes on the internet too but what’s available on the radio is cheaper. Take,
for example, “Comhrá (Conversation) on TG4 –
the man who conducted interviews with folk was
also on the radio. I really liked the easy-going
voice of Máirtín Tom Sheáinín.
Now, something useful regarding all this is that
one can record programmes – on video! Okay,
you don’t see much when re-listening to what you
recorded: but at the same time, I think it puts a
chap at his ease to hear the sweet sound of Irish
with a smooth blue background on the box’s
screen… a marvellous calmness.

A meditative walk
On the Isle of Raasay

Join us to enjoy a walk in the beauty, peace and
silence of Raasay, visiting some of the island’s
magical places and historical sites.
April - Friday 6th, Saturday 7th
April - Friday 27th, Saturday 28th
May - Friday 11th, Saturday 12th
June – Friday 15th, Saturday 16th
July – Friday 13th, Saturday 14th
August – Friday 10th, Saturday 11th
September – Friday 7th, Saturday 8th
October – Friday 5th, Saturday 6th

Meet at the Ferry terminal on Raasay at 10am
I well remember being engaged in this sort of
for this 3 hour walk.
thing when learning Scottish: and I have to say
All welcome - Booking essential - Free of charge
this is every bit as useful regarding Irish, as it
gives me a chance to sit down and write things
Please bring your own refreshments
while my ear connects with something interesting on the radio. I believe this is called “peripheral
on request speaking the
learning” – and I’d recommend it to anyone who doesn’t resideOther
neardates
a community
Contact Jen Burnet M: 07833 140247 (evenings)
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language of choice.
And we must remember something else which is important also – that normally there is excellent the
music to be heard in conjunction with each programme in this language!
That’s it for now, friends – and in the parting, I say to you all as the Gaels of Ireland do…
Slán go fóillín!

The Raasay Roots, Shoots and Fruits Project Comes to an End
The year-long Raasay Roots Shoots and Fruits project finished at the end of March. The project received
funding of £60,987 from the Climate Challenge fund and £7900 of Raasay House Community
Company’s own money. This enabled us to employ Kate and Graeme on a job share of a full-time
gardener’s role and Katherine as a part time community engagement officer. We purchase 3
polytunnels (the third has just arrived), tools, equipment, materials, seeds and plants.
We were able to get one quadrant of the garden back into production with the polytunnels, vegetable
patch and fruit cage providing 657m2 of growing space.
March 2017

March 2018

What a difference a year has made!
We harvested 269 kg of produce. The majority went to Raasay Community Stores, but we also supplied
Raasay House, Lunch Club and the Pop-Up Café as well as providing food made from our produce to
community events. We made £462 from these produce sales. The produce was mainly grown in the
polytunnels as there were delays and setbacks at the start of the project which had a knock-on effect
on the preparation of the vegetable patch and fruit cage. All the seeds and plants for the coming year
have been purchased and many of them are already growing well with our first small harvest carried
out last week. Our planting plan for this year is based on feedback from the community, the shop,
Raasay House and the Distillery and includes cut flowers.
We’ve also purchased 20 more fruit trees which will be the start of the orchard in the quadrant of the
garden nearest the west wing of Raasay House.
Over the past year we have run 15 courses, workshops and events with a total attendance of 387
people. We held over 70 volunteer / open days in the garden with over 60 visitors looking around and
19 volunteers committing a total of 412 hours working in the garden. In addition, another 10 volunteers
on the RHCC board and Walled Garden Working Group gave over 200 hours of voluntary time at
meetings and line managing the project.
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We hope that through our events celebrating local food
we have been able to demonstrate the benefits of
growing local and eating local, not only in the quality
of produce available but how making a small change
can have a positive effect on the environment. The
project has saved 0.9462 tonnes of CO2e emissions.
Our final event on Saturday 24th March was attended
by over 30 people who heard an update on the garden
over refreshments and cake, and then decorated some
fantastic re-useable shopping bags for all their walled
garden produce!

We’ve also designed a logo, based on the plant tags from the early 1900’s that we’ve found in the
garden. Look out for it on all our future produce and communication and on the new information board
that will be outside the main garden gates shortly.

We’ve also got it in reverse, which we’ll use when we need a smaller
image.

For all the support we’ve had for the project over the last year whether through buying
produce, attended events or volunteering, and for feeding into and supporting our future
plans, we’d like to say a huge thank you to all the community, visitors to the garden and to
local businesses and organisations.

What happens next
As those of you who were able to attend our final event on Saturday 24th March heard, unfortunately
our application to the Climate Challenge Fund for a further two years funding was not successful. The
feedback was that our project qualified and was liked but narrowly missed out to stronger projects due
to the huge amount of competition for this round of funding.
Whilst this is a huge blow to us with all the progress that’s been made over the last year we will
continue to look for other funding streams and are in discussion with Raasay House Community
Company (who own and manage the house and walled garden on behalf of the community) to see if
we can continue to employ a gardener whilst we look for funding or in the event that we are unable to
find funding. We are never going to be able to pay a gardener on the income from sales of produce
alone on this scale, so we will also continue to investigate other income streams for the garden to
ensure that it has a sustainable future.
We’ll keep you updated with how we are getting on in the newsletter and on our Face book page - and
we’d love to hear your ideas and comments so please do get in touch.
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In the mean time we’ll be putting up the third polytunnel and doing our best to keep the garden
growing.
If anyone has any old coal sacks available to donate, please let us know as they’re really handy for
growing potatoes in! We’re also looking for plant pots so let us know if you have any spare please and
if you can volunteer we’d love to have you on board!
Please remember that our fantastic note cards are available to purchase in packs of 6 (3 of each design)
for £10 plus postage (65p for UK). All proceeds go towards supporting the garden so please contact us
on Facebook or contact Kate or Katherine if you would like to purchase any.
To keep in touch, find out when we’re open and our volunteer days you can visit our Facebook page:
Raasay Walled Garden, and if the garden gate is open please call in to the garden to look around.
Email us on raasaywalledgarden@gmail.com or contact us by phone: Kate Smith 660226, Katherine
Gillies 660233, Graeme Clark 07818203316.

Raasay Community Association
Easter Bookings
The hall is quite busy with group bookings over the Easter period.
From Monday 2nd to Thursday 5th we have a Swiss school group "camping" in the hall. This is the first
time we have been able to do this so we will see how it goes. The hall is therefore booked from 4pm
to 10am on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights.
The following week (w/c 9th April) Sarah Watts and her musicians return and have the hall booked
from Monday to Friday lunch time.
Katherine is on holiday over Easter so please check on the notice board and
Facebook to see who to contact for booking enquiries during that period.
Review of Events in March
Friday 9th March saw the return of the Murderous Walking Theatre Company for a
Fawlty Towers inspired evening of murderous antics. Thirty people came along for a
three course meal whilst Basil, Sybil, Polly and the Major caused mayhem between
the courses. It was a great evening's entertainment, with a few locals gaining their
equity cards and we look forward to getting them back again soon.
We held two events as part of the Puppet Animation Festival this year. On Wednesday
21st March Vision Mechanics and Haya Cultural Centre from Jordan started their UK tour of Little Light
on Raasay. The play was set inside a replica Bedouin tent which provided a magical atmosphere for

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter
Apr 2018

10

the family show. The second event was a screening of the Studio Ghibli animated film "My Neighbour
Totoro", a charming and slightly wacky story about the magical creatures that live in the woods next
to the home of two young sisters.
Upcoming Events in April & May
Friday 6th April - The Screen Machine returns to the hall car park showing Coco (PG) at 5:30pm
and, due to popular demand, Three Billboards (15) at 8:30pm. Tickets can be booked on line at
screenmachine.co.uk or bought on the door.
Friday 13th April - We have Sheepshank Redemption back for an Easter licensed family dance. Doors
and bar open from 7:30. Get your dancing shoes on and we'll see you there.
As always we are looking for volunteers to help on the night: on the door, in the bar and stewarding
so please get in touch if you can help for some or all of the night. We can't go ahead without your help.
On Saturday 12th May at 6:30pm we are very excited to have Catherine Wheels Theatre Company
and the National Theatre of Scotland bringing Eddie and the Slumber Sisters to Raasay. The Slumber
Sisters are an all singing trio whose job it is to monitor our dreams, keeping them healthy and safe.
It's recommended for ages 8 and over. Please do come along and look out for the flyers nearer the
time.
The theatre events that we have on Raasay are of a very high standard, however we do need your
support by attending the events to enable us to continue putting them on, so do come along - you may
even enjoy yourself!
Watch out on Raasay Community Associations Facebook page and the village notice board for up to
date details of events and if anyone would like to run any events in the hall please contact us.

Regular Dates
Hairdresser - Murdina will be on Raasay on Thursdays 19th April
Lunch Club - Wednesday 18th April
Arts and Craft Group - Not on over Easter but then Monday afternoons from 2 till 4. For more details
contact Margaret McVicar
Knitting Bee - Not on over Easter but then Thursday evenings at 7:30pm. For more information contact
Jill Westgarth
For bookings of the hall, including use of the sports equipment for football, badminton,
basketball or table tennis, please contact Katherine Gillies 660233 / 07939106426
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Wood Fuel Update
The Keep Raasay Warm project has come to the end of its one
year funding from the Climate Challenge Fund.
The funding of £64,248 enabled us to employ two part time staff:
a wood fuel processor and a project officer. We also purchased
tools and equipment including a new tractor with bucket and
forks which allow us to move lengths around in the pit more
easily and safely. We bought new chainsaws, axes and a wood
processor. Our volunteers are now kitted out with personal
protection equipment and we have a welfare / workshop cabin.
With employees working alongside the regular team of
volunteers this year we have been able to transform the
provision of wood fuel on the island into a social enterprise,
having improved the quality and consistency of the wood and streamlined the ordering and delivery
process.
The development of the log pods has been very popular,
providing customers with dry storage for wood where it was
not previously available. As a spin off from this the unused
pallet wood was processed into kindling which was then sold
by the bag. We also now supply logs by the bag to the shop
to sell on to holiday makers who may want a fire during
their stay without purchasing a trailer load of logs!
We have trained 4 volunteers in chainsaw operation. This
qualification covers felling of trees so will be of use out with
the pit as well as within the pit. We also increased our
volunteer numbers over the year.
The makeshift storage shed in the pit provides wood drying areas in 4 bays and is awaiting new
sheeting to make it more watertight. Once the wood processor arrives it will reduce the amount of
manual processing involved for the volunteers going forward, allowing us to maintain the level of
service and supply that we have built up over the year.
We have also carried out household visits to advise and raise awareness of wood fuel and other
measures that can be taken to reduce consumption of fossil fuels.
Over the course of the project we have:
•
•
•

Increased our deliveries from 62 trailer loads in 2016/17 to 136 over the last year. This is an
increase from 20.46 tonnes to 44.96 tonnes of wood
Increased the number of customers buying wood from 45 in 2016/17 to 60 over the last year
Reduced our carbon equivalent emissions by around 33.2 tonnes by replacing other fuel types
with wood

Once the new wood processor arrives we will organise an open day so anyone who is interested can
come and see how it all works and the process involved. In the meantime if you are interested in
volunteering please contact the Community Office or Donnie Oliphant.
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The RDT board would like to express their thanks to Lisa, Simon and Henrik for all the work they put
into the project, and to the team of volunteers who continue to turn out in all winds and weathers to
process the wood. And also, of course, to the community who purchase the wood!

CHANGE TO ORDERING WOOD FUEL
With changes to the staffing levels in the Community Office ALL wood fuel orders
must now be placed through Angus Gillies on 01478 660383. Our preferred method
of payment is by bank transfer, if you are unable to do this please pay by cheque or
cash in advance at the Community Office - if it is not manned please use the mail
box next to the office door. Thank you.
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News from Raasay Primary School
World Book Day
Pupils at Raasay Primary School celebrated World
Book Day on Thursday 1st March. They came to
school dressed as their favourite character from a
book and enjoyed sharing their favourite stories
with the class. Raasay Primary School have sent a
cheque to the World Book Day Charity – Book Aid
International for £20.

Drone
As part of our Gaelic Placenames project we are
delighted that we have been given a ‘drone’ to
enable us to record photographs of the relevant areas from the air. Presently each family is taking the
drone home on a weekly basis to become familiar with it and to photograph areas for the placenames
map. Here are some of the fantastic aerial images that we have managed to capture so far.

Planetarium Visit
By Tabby Carslaw P6
On Tuesday 20th of March pupils and parents visited the mobile dome
Planetarium which was set up at the hall. When we arrived they were
still blowing up the dome but while the dome was blowing up we saw
life size cut outs of Tim Peak and some information about space and
space travel. Then we went inside and the dome appeared much bigger
on the inside than the outside. There was a projector inside and first
they showed us information about the moon and stars and then we
learnt about different constellations and their names.
Secondly we were shown a video of two rockets landing on Earth and of robots on Mars. These robots
are going to drill into the surface of Mars to identify if there is a possibility of life. We learnt about
some of the planets and their moons that might support life, for example Europa, one of Jupiter’s
moons, which has an icy crust that holds water and therefore the possibility of life.
Even though I would not like to live on Mars or the Moon I still found everything really interesting and
out of this world!
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Raasay Development Plans
Raasay Development Officer, Rosemarie MacNee along with
Artemis Pana, visited the school to find out what developments
the pupils would like to see on their island and what is
important to them. The pupils came up with some very
interesting and innovative suggestions. Some of the things
that were important to them were; better street lamp lighting,
extended ferry times, better signage and nature walks. Some
of the things they would like to have on the island included; a
swimming pool, a soft play area, an underground den and
multi coloured bumper cars. Some of which might be more
achievable than others! As part of the visit pupils shared the
work done so far on the Gaelic Place Names of Raasay leaflet
and we had some ideas as to how this could be taken forward
in conjunction with Raasay Development Trust. Rosemarie and
Artemis appreciated the feedback which will help to identify
areas to be developed on Raasay.
Sport Relief
On Friday 23rd March,
Raasay Primary
School took part in
Sport Relief and
raised a whopping total of £142.75! Pupils came to school
dressed in their sporty outfits or dressed as their favourite
sports star. They then went out and about round the village
and local area collecting money for the charity. Parents and
friends came along to support them on their way and the
local community contributed generously as always.

Nursery

Can you guess what Alexander’s favourite topic is? When he
spotted a digger at the school gate it was too good an
opportunity to miss! To top it off, he read a book about
diggers and then made
his own digger out of
Lego!
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Easter Fun!
On the last day of term pupils enjoyed lots of fun Easter
activities. These included Egg decorating, cake decorating,
Easter poetry, Easter lino printing with Fiona Stone and
the Easter story. We also had an Easter Egg Hunt round
the playground, following clues planted by the Easter
Bunny!
Here is an Easter poem written by Nelly, P5
Every Easter egg-citement fills the
Air, everyone’s egg-cited to do the
Super hunt, I can’t wait until I see
The lambs jumping round the field,
Easter is a fun time of year
Rabbits hop, people with eggs, you will love it!
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Easter!
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A Doleful Ditty
By Margaret Moodie
We decided to go to the seaside
So down to the station we flew,
But everyone else had the same idea
The station was packed with the queue.
The train due at eight arrived at nine,
Every carriage was full to the floor.
In we all trampled sticky and hot,
Some of us to sit on the floor.
The small boy beside me
Was violently sick on the way
This made life very difficult
Until we reached Whitely Bay.
His mother was holding an orange
Which she sucked and dribbled with glee
My new dress was completely ruined.
Not a good start for me!
The heat was really intense
No air reached us travelling there
The journey was truly awful
And certainly not worth the fare.
It was nearly twelve when we reached there
And thankfully fell from the train.
I was unlucky and fell underneath
My knapsack collapsed ‘neath the strain.

We decided to follow our noses
Which unfortunately led us
To a large fish and chip shop
Owned by MacRae and John Nevis.
At a Bobbie’s kind directions
We finally reached the shore
But the beach was already covered
By those who had got there before.
On an available foot of sand
We all sat down to eat
Our strawberry sandwiches
Gave the watching wasps a treat.
A very keen sand castle builder
Then started his intricate work
Sending us showers of sand
With each of his feverish jerk
At a popular ice-cream kiosk
We queued for half an hour
But when we reached the counter
It suddenly started to shower.
We had all had enough for the day
And decided to make our way home
We collected bags and baggage
Vowing again none of us would ever roam.

Now we had to find the sea
That was our next plan of campaign
Which road to follow we didn’t know
They really looked all the same.

CHURCH SERVICES
o Free Presbyterian Church – Sundays 12 noon & 6.00pm.
o St Michael and All Angels’ Scottish Episcopal Church – contact Rev Rosemary Bungard
on 01478 613135

o Free Church of Scotland – Services (see notice board for details) will be held in the
School until the Church is repaired.
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READER SUBMISSIONS
The Am Bratach Editorial Team warmly welcomes articles, reviews, poems, images
and notices from our readers.
If you would like to submit a piece for consideration, then please send your item via email
to ambratach@gmail.com.
If you are sending us a piece of writing, please send it in a word document format. If you
are sending us a photograph or image please send it in a JPEG, PNG or a PDF format.
If you have something which you cannot send electronically, please pass it to Carol Anderson
(you can drop it into Raasay House), Della Cheshire, Val Corey, Linsay MacLean, Lillian
MacLeod, Rosemarie McNee, Margaret Moodie or Artemis Pana.
The deadline for submissions this month is Wednesday the 25th of April at 8pm.
If you would like to be involved in the production of Am Bratach please drop us an email or
speak to someone on the team. We look forward to hearing from you.
AB Editorial Team

Exhibition Opening Thursday
by Christa & Gordon (Raasay Gallery)
We hope you can attend the William John MacLeod exhibition
opening on:
Thursday 5 April
The Raasay Gallery
5pm-7pm
for drinks and nibbles
The special exhibition is officially open from
Friday 6 April to Saturday, 28 April 2018,
from Tue to Sat between 11am and 5.30pm

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter
Apr 2018

19

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter
Apr 2018

20

What’s on Raasay – April 2018
Monday

Tuesday

Wed/day

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sun
1

2

3

4

5

Green Bins

Knitting Bee
7:30pm @ Hall

6

7

Sunday Roast
2-5pm
@Raasay
House

Exhibition
Opening @The
Raasay Gallery
5pm-7pm

9

10

Arts & Crafts
2pm @ the Hall

11

12

Blue Bins

Hairdresser @
Hall

13

14

17

Arts & Crafts
2pm @ the Hall

23

18

19

Green Bins

Knitting Bee
7:30pm @ Hall

Lunch Club @
Hall

24

25

20

21

22
Sunday Roast
2-5pm
@Raasay
House

Hairdresser @
Hall

26

15
Sunday Roast
2-5pm
@Raasay
House

Knitting Bee
7:30pm @ Hall
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Sunday Roast
2-5pm
@Raasay
House
8

27

28

Blue Bins

29
Sunday Roast
2-5pm
@Raasay
House

30

Am Bratach’s Editorial Team is:
Carol Anderson, Barbara Camilli, Della Cheshire, Val Corey, Alasdair MacInnes, Linsay MacLean, Lillian MacLeod, Rosemarie McNee,
Michael Milne, Margaret Moodie and Artemis Pana.
We wish to extend our thanks to all our contributors and readers and hope you enjoy this edition!
We’re always looking for more volunteers to keep Am Bratach going as well as any feedback you might have:
RDT Office – 660 358 or email: ambratach@gmail.com

