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NEWS FROM RAASAY’S COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
BY ANNE GILLIES 
 

Raasay Community Council was delighted to welcome Donald Beaton from Calmac and Councillors John 

Finlayson, Robert MacDonald and John Gordon, along with Ward Manager Willie MacKinnon (in photo: 

L-R) to a Ward Business Meeting on Raasay on Friday 27th July. 

 

Our day began with a meeting at the Sconser Ferry terminal with this group together with Sconser 

Community Council, Tommy Deans from Bear and David Devine from Transport Scotland.  Along with 

Sconser CC, we are seriously concerned about how dangerous the ferry terminal junction has become, 

and how difficult is it to safely exit and turn right to go to Portree.  We made the case for a speed limit 

on the A87 – the speed of traffic and the lack of vision both contributing to the resulting hazard.  We 

were promised action in the short term to cut back bushes and reduce the size of signage or move it 

and also told that Bear’s Strategic Road Safety Team would be asked to look into this issue.  If anyone 

is aware of a near-miss at the junction please let one of the Raasay Community Councillors know, with 



Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter 
August   2018                                                   2 
 

details of what happened and when.  Calmac have installed CCTV cameras at the ferry terminal, so a 

search can be made for footage of the incident and we can also let Transport Scotland know about it.   

We then travelled back to Raasay to continue the meeting at the Community Hall.  There, we covered 

a wide range of topics – from seeking concessions for tar lorries on the ferries, the new ticketing system 

on the ferry, extra sailings, goods deliveries, the urgent need for brush-cutting to be carried out on 

road verges, potholes to be filled and re-surfacing to be carried out, to removing the bollard near the 

Raasay waiting room, which effectively blocks traffic leaving the ferry terminal when there is a long 

queue waiting to go on.  Healthcare was also discussed at length.  Progress since the Sir Lewis Ritchie 

Report was published has been painfully slow.  We submitted a shopping list on 18th June to NHS 

Highland of what we see as essentials for healthcare on Raasay.  We have not yet seen any meaningful 

response to that list and have been held up from taking this forward by key staff being on annual leave.  

We will keep in close contact with Ronald MacDonald who told us of his and SOS-NHS’ efforts to 

convince the Scottish Government of the need for extra funding to carry out the requirements of Sir 

Lewis’ report.  It is unlikely that NHS Highland will be able to fulfil what is demanded within their 

current budget.  We hope to meet with NHSH on Raasay early in August. 

We are grateful to the Councillors for arranging this meeting and for giving us the opportunity to raise 

various concerns faced by the community.  We hope that this will be a regular event. 

 

Eliza Ross – a talented musician and 

famous transcriber of Hebridean music  
By Margaret Moodie   
Elizabeth (Eliza) Ross was a daughter of Isabella Rose MacLeod and 

Major Thomas Ross, Royal Artillery. Isabella was the eighth daughter of 
John MacLeod XI of Raasay and Jane MacQueen of Totaroam in 
Trotternish, Skye. This is the family that Dr Johnson and James Boswell 

met when they visited the island in 1779. 
 

Thomas Ross died as a result of the siege of Fort Cornelis, Java. 
Isabella set sail on a journey back to Britain, but sadly died in childbirth 
during the voyage, leaving two orphaned daughters. They were 

brought up on Raasay until they were old enough to be educated in 
Edinburgh. 

 
Subsequently Eliza travelled to India where she met Sir Charles D’Oyly who was in service with the 
East India Company. Eventually they married. Sir Charles was a well-known artist and their home in 

Patna in Bihar became a centre for expatriate artists under the auspices of the Bihar School of 
Athens. Eliza would entertain visitors with ‘highland hospitality’, playing the keyboard and clarsach. 

The couple also installed a lithograph press. Eliza had an elegant set of pipes made for John MacKay, 
the Raasay piper (the MacKays had a piping school at Eyre; the ruins can still be seen). When she 
presented them to John he composed the famous piobaireachd “Lady D’Oyly’s Salute”. She had a 

great love of the Gaelic language, was a bardess and wrote a number of poems. In 1812, having 
returned to Raasay, she transcribed over 150 airs, of which more than 100 were vocal airs, in what is 

now recognised as the earliest manuscript of Highland music. This was discovered in 1954 in the 
library of Raasay House and bought for the School of Scottish Language Archives, part of the 

University of Edinburgh. You can find the manuscript on the School’s website.   
 
Charles retired in 1838 and they moved to Britain and then to Livorno in Italy. When he died in 1845, 

Eliza moved to Dorset to live with Mary, Dowager Lady D’Oyly. Eliza died in 1878. 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/celtic-scottish-studies/archives/archive-pubs/eliza-ross-manuscript
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The Renaissance of Raasay  
Alastair McGowan reflects on our legacy and future   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What forms in the mind when you hear the name Raasay? Perhaps a remembrance of the mention of 

the name, the claims of heritage that your family was separated from a time long ago, or merely an 

indifferent opinion about a place you have never heard of? But for me even hearing the muffled 

whispered utterance of Raasay floods my mind with a plethora of emotions, beauty and nostalgia. 

The mesmerising mountains of the neighbouring island of Skye, the deep and muddled history it 

boasts, and the people and its land, all make me feel blessed to call it my home. 

At around 13 miles long and three miles across at its widest point, Raasay is a small island. However, 

Raasay's size only adds to the unique charm that the island offers. Anywhere you walk you are 

presented with gorgeous, jaw-dropping views. Once you fully experience the island you can't help 

but feel certain that you have discovered the Garden of Eden itself. 

Now as beautiful as Raasay is, it holds deep scars within it that are thankfully now begging to heal. It 

has a long and, at many times, dark history, most of this stemming from cruel or, at best, apathetic 

landlords. Landlords who didn’t see that the islanders and Raasay were not separate but just two 

parts of a whole, a harmony that had been cemented through generations and generations of living 

on the island. Instead, these landlords saw the people of Raasay as a "hindrance" to any profit. So, 

this "hindrance" was told to leave behind the land that had been beneath their family's feet from 

time immemorial, and if they refused they were forcibly made to leave. 

So began the long period that was a crushing 

weight on the people of Raasay. Although each 

landlord would either sell off the island or pass 

away, it didn’t stop the cultural genocide that 

took place on the island, and on many other 

islands and lands throughout the highlands and 

islands of Scotland. The Highland Clearances, as 

these actions became known, would forever 

change the land, people and culture that they 

affected.  

You can still see the effect of the clearances on 

the island. One such place is one of my favourite 

walks on the island: Hallaig.  On this walk you see 

© Alastair McGowan     

© Alastair McGowan     
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the mesmerising views of the east coast of Raasay, but also the sorrow filled ruins of its past. As the 

walk starts to come to its fruition you will come across a memorial cairn to the people of Hallaig, and 

on that you will find a poem by native and famous poet Sorley MacLean entitled “Hallaig”. The poem 

talks about the damage and impact the clearances had. You can choose to end your walk here or 

carry on the path to see the abandoned township of Hallaig. 

Throughout Raasay’s history, people had settled in Hallaig and one can only think that there could 

still have been people living there today if not for the Highland Clearances. By the time it was over 

Hallaig’s population had dropped from 127 to six. There is an eerie sense as you walk, touch, and see 

the abandoned township. All that is left of the centuries of lives people had in Hallaig is ruins. If you 

close your eyes you can listen to the swishing of the wind in the grass, the crashing of the sea on the 

shore and the calls of the birds soaring in the sky. If you take them away, is silence all that is left? 

Or can you faintly hear the sound of children playing in the bracken, the men tending to their croft, 

and the sound of a crackling fire in the hearth that keeps the family warm?  

Although Raasay has seen its fair share of troubles, a revival has gripped the island. What was once 

in the hands of tyrannical landlords is now under the control of the people of Raasay. The community 

owns much of the infrastructure on the island, including the only shop “Raasay Stores”, the 

community hall where the people of Raasay gather to rejoice in such activities as ceilidhs (traditional 

dances), and the manor where many of these landlords once lived, Raasay House. 

 

As you arrive on the island you will spot the Georgian mansion, Raasay House, once the seat of 

power for the MacLeods of Raasay, and thereafter for other landlords of the island. After being 

derelict for too long it is now a hotel and activity centre and also has hostel rooms. Although 

hampered in 2010 by a fire that devastated the building, at the risk of sounding clichéd, Raasay 

House has risen from the ashes. It is a popular destination for both tourists and locals who come to 

stay, socialise in the bar, or eat in its restaurant. I can't help but find it poetic irony that in a place 

that used to be the home for those who leached from the island and its people now houses the 

people who come to visit our beautiful island and culture.  

Even more recent is the first legal distillery on the island. Having only been built in 2017, the Isle of 

Raasay Distillery has already become a staple of the island, employing a lot of the local population 

© Alastair McGowan     
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(including myself), increasing tourism, and generally adding to the already rich culture of our island. 

Arguably boasting one of the best views of any Scottish distillery, it is focussed on creating the best 

whisky that it can, adding a personal touch to the whisky it hopes to create, something that will be 

as much a part of the island as its people.   

You can also stay at the hotel in the distillery: Borodale House. Borodale House is a late Victorian 

building that was built as the house for the factor (estate manager) of the Raasay estate, but it now 

acts as the distillery hotel where you can enjoy your stay with fantastic views, while sipping a dram 

and relaxing in the majesty and peacefulness of Raasay.  Borodale House is also a property that was 

once used by those who held the island in a vice-like grip, bleeding it of the culture and people who 

were as much a part of the island as the heather on its hills. Now it is used to accommodate people 

who come to witness all that Raasay has to offer. 

 

Throughout my short life Raasay has seen its fair share of changes: new people moving to the island, 

new business being built, and an increase in tourism. It is both terrifying and fascinating to imagine 

what changes are to come to the island. A small part of me fears having as many tourists as midges, 

which the likes of Skye seems to get these days. I love Raasay for its quaintness and remoteness. 

When you are on Raasay you do feel, to a certain extent, secluded from the outside world. It is 

something that is indescribably beautiful, to exist, even for a parting second, in that bubble staring at 

the red hued sunset that the Cuillin of Skye so love without a care in a world and at one with nature.  

However, I would be a fool not see that tourism is here now and will continue to be the life force of 

the island. And it is the staples of the island like the distillery and Raasay House that will allow this 

life force to continue, offering the opportunity for more jobs on the island, more tourism, and 

generally giving back instead of taking away, on an island that is page after page of sorrow and 

exploitation in a beaten and tragic book.  

So, enjoy your stay on Raasay and know that, by merely coming to our island, enjoying our breath-

taking views and becoming engrossed in our culture, you are helping to sustain the very things you 

are delighting in.  It is the era of Raasay's renascence. What the clearances and nonchalant landlords 

brought has begun to be undone, the people of Raasay have taken back the island and welcome all 

to come and enjoy this beautiful place we call home.  

Alistair McGowan moved to Raasay at the age of four and will be sad to leave (hopefully only 

temporarily!) to study journalism in Glasgow later this year.  

© David Carslaw      
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Welcome Elizabeth!   
AN RDT Update  

Elizabeth Macleod has taken over the post of development officer for 

Raasay and is looking forward to progressing the projects the community 

is working on.  Elizabeth has a background in marine developments and 

has previously worked with community groups on Skye.  She will provide 

an update on the progress of the Affordable Housing, Pontoon and 

Biomass Heating projects in the next edition of Am Bratach. 

Elizabeth will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

and the bet time to pop in for a chat is on a Wednesday morning. 

 

Raasay Gallery News 
We have two new artists on show in the 

Gallery! 

 

Paintings by Judy Evans (Holoman) - if you 

have never met Judy, there will be a chance 

to meet her at the next wine reception at 

the Gallery. A date has not been fixed yet, 

but please look out for it at the notice board 

at the shop or on the resident’s Facebook 

page. It will be towards the end of August. 

Everyone is welcome.  

You can also buy wonderfully carved walking 

sticks (staffs), made from hazel or sycamore 

by DJ Graham. 

 

Gordon and Christa 

 

 

 

 

 

The Crossword  
 

An Diomhair is having a summer break! Crosswords will return in Autumn.  
 

Last month’s answers:  
Across –1 purple, 3 brown, 5 black, 6 violet, 8 turquoise, 11 mauve, 12 aquamarine, 13 cyan, 15 

grey, 16 gold, 19 ochre, 21 taupe, 23 tint, 24 hue, 25 navy, 27 maroon, 28 silver, 29 indigo, 
30.sienna;  
Down – 1 prussian, 2 palette, 4 white, 7 lilac, 9 orange, 10 shade, 11 magenta, 14 blue, 16 green, 

17 yellow, 18 pink, 20 crimson, 21 teal, 22 umber, 23 tyrian, 26 apple 

 

 
Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter advertising rates, per issue: 

Full page: £20  Half page: £12  Quarter page: £8  Eighth page/Small ad: £5 
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Current Offers or Special Deals 

 
2 for 1 On Electric Bike Hire 

Get 2 electric bikes for 4 hours for only £30 or £45 for 8 
hours. Call or email to book. 01478660300 info@raasay-

house.co.uk 
 
 

3 for 2 On Outdoor Activities 
Call or email to book. 01478660300 info@raasay-

house.co.uk 
 

Raasay House is open for coffee, cakes, drinks (from 
10am) and lunch (from 12 noon) every day of the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRE WOOD FOR SALE 
Fully seasoned and dry, cut, split logs ready for burning delivered to your house. 

Current charges for wood Standard trailer load LogPod 

Softwood £50 £50 

Hardwood (when available) £70 £75 
 

Please contact Angus Gillies on 660383 

Raasay Wood is a not for profit community enterprise, so prices are kept low. 

READER SUBMISSIONS 
The Am Bratach Editorial Team warmly welcomes articles, reviews, poems, images 

and notices from our readers.   
 

If you would like to submit a piece for consideration, then please send your item via email 

to ambratach@gmail.com. If you are sending us a piece of writing, please send it in a word 

document format. If you are sending us a photograph or image please send it in a JPEG, 

PNG or a PDF format. The deadline for submissions this month is Wednesday 29th of 

August at 8pm.  
 

If you would like to be involved in the production of Am Bratach please drop us an email or 

speak to someone on the team. We look forward to hearing from you.  
 

AB Editorial Team 

 

 

 

 USEFUL NUMBERS  
 

 Business Gateway/Highland 

Opportunity/ Princes Scottish Youth 

Business Trust: Alistair Danter, Tigh na 

Sgire, Park Lane, Portree, Isle of Skye, 

IV51 9EP. 

Tel 01478 611501, Mob 07921 758451 
Email alistair.danter@highland-
opportunity.com  
 

 MP: Ian Blackford MP, 29 High street, 
Dingwall, IV15 9RU Telephone 01349 
866397. Email: 
ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk  

 

 MSP: Kate Forbes MSP, 12 High Street, 
Dingwall, IV15 9RU. Tel 01349 863 
888, www.twitter.com/@kateforbesmsp 

 

mailto:info@raasay-house.co.uk
mailto:info@raasay-house.co.uk
mailto:info@raasay-house.co.uk
mailto:info@raasay-house.co.uk
mailto:ambratach@gmail.com
mailto:alistair.danter@highland-opportunity.com
mailto:alistair.danter@highland-opportunity.com
mailto:ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk
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Raasay Walled 

Garden Update  
Produce & Flowers: The recent rain was much needed and has made a huge difference to our 

crops. Produce is usually delivered to the shop on Friday mornings but if you'd like a regular order of 

produce or flowers just let us know or come along when we’re in the garden to pick your own.  

Please remember that our fantastic note cards are available to purchase in packs of 6 (3 of each 

design) for £10. These are available from Raasay Community Stores or contact Katherine on 660233 
or via our Facebook page if you’d like them posted to you (65p UK postage). 

Open for Visitors: If you’d like to look around the garden the gates are unlocked between 10am 

and 3pm Monday to Friday whether we are in the garden or not. Please keep the gates closed to stop 

the rabbits getting in and keep dogs on a lead. Do pop into the new shed to look at the information 

and photographs of the garden and browse our growing collection of garden related literature! 

Volunteer Working Days: Our weekday working days have proved popular so thank you to all who 

continue to come along, we couldn’t do it without you! They take place on the first and third Fridays 

of each month from 10am till 3pm and we provide tea, coffee and lunch. If you'd like to volunteer 

please contact Kate or Katherine, message us on Facebook or just turn up on the day. 

Work your own plot: We’re looking into offering plots to members of the community to who would 

like to grow their own. This would be done on an annual basis, so we can review space as we 
progress with the garden project and we’d be offering the plots in return for voluntary hours in the 
garden rather than a charge. We’ve had a few people contact us already so if you are interested 

please get in touch with Kate or Katherine or via our Facebook page. 

Sponsor a Tree: We’ve already had several people who are interested in sponsoring a tree in the 
orchard that will be planted this autumn. We are asking for a minimum donation of £30 per tree. This 

will include an inscription to go alongside your tree, and if you are not able to visit regularly we can 
send you an update twice a year. Please let us know if you are interested. 

A reminder of how much we’ve achieved: Ann Oliphant posted this 

picture to our Facebook page to remind us how far the garden has come 
on in the last year so if you haven’t been in for a while please come along 
to see the difference! 

It was also lovely to have so many visitors from the Macleod Parliament 

in the garden during their Raasay visit on July 25th. Many of them hadn’t 
seen the garden since the last parliament 4 years ago so they were 

delighted with the transformation and are looking forward to seeing the 
changes in another 4 years! 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to Darryl and Malcolm for all their hard 

work over the last year constructing the polytunnels and shed. The third 

polytunnel is now in place with just a bit of work required to get it ready 

for planting. 

One Planet Picnic Event: In September we will be holding our One Planet Picnic. This was very 
successful last year so we are making it an annual event to celebrate local, seasonal produce from 

Raasay, Skye and Scotland. We’ll publish the date and more details locally and on Facebook once 
they are confirmed. 

To keep in touch you can visit our Facebook page: Raasay Walled Garden or call in to the garden to look around. Email us on 
raasaywalledgarden@gmail.com or contact us by phone: Kate Smith 660226 / 07816647739 or Katherine Gillies 660233. 

mailto:raasaywalledgarden@gmail.com
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RCA Update  
Review of Events in July 

A fantastic night was had at the dance on Friday 20th July with the Little Space Ceilidh Band. 
The BBQ later in the evening proved popular so we'll be repeating this at the next dance. 

 
Thank you to all who came along and especially to those who helped on the night! 
 

Upcoming Events in August  

Friday 10th August the Kyle Ceilidh Band return to Raasay for a licensed dance. Doors 

open at 8 and we'll be serving food from the BBQ around 9:30pm. 

We hope to see you there and if you can help for an hour or two please let us know in 

advance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Almost there! Our front door is open again and the 

new steps are in use with only a few finishing 

touches still to be done.  
 

Raasay Community Stores 

29/30 Inverarish Terrace, Isle of Raasay IV40 8NS 

01478660203 raasaystores@aol.com 

facebook.com/RaasayCommunityStores 
 

Community of Raasay Retail Association 

2762RS 

 

 

mailto:raasaystores@aol.com
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Pop Up Cafe 

They'll be a few dates for the pop up 

cafe in August so look out locally and 

on Facebook for the dates. 

 

Hall maintenance and repairs 

As you will, hopefully, have noticed 

we've had some work done to the 

drive and car park to fill the potholes, 

other maintenance work is still 

required and we'll keep you posted 

with when it's taking place. 

 

Regular Dates 

 

Hairdresser - Murdina will be here on 

Thursdays 16th and 30th August.  

Lunch Club - this will resume on 
Wednesday 15th August after a break 

over the summer. 
Arts and Craft Group & Knitting Bee 

have stopped for a break over the 

summer.  
 
 
 

Hall Hire Rates 

Room Residents & 

Local Businesses 

Non-Residents 

& Commercial 

 Standard Block Booking 
(> 5 sessions) 

 

Main Hall or 

Upstairs Meeting room or lobby 
 

£10 / hour £8 / hour £20 / hour 

Main Hall 
(For a family or max 4 people for 

sports etc) 
£5 / hour  £10 / hour 

Use of hot desk in office 
£5 / half day 

£10 / day 
 

£5 / half day 
£10 / day 

 

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter advertising rates, per issue: 
Full page: £20  Half page: £12  Quarter page: £8  Eighth page/Small ad: £5 
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LOCAL SERVICES  
 

 RDT Surgery every Wednesday 10.00am-12.00pm or by appointment. Contact Elizabeth 

on 01478 660358 or email raasaydevelopmenttrust@gmail.com 
 

 NHS Nurse – 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday on 660204. Emergency calls to 999; 
minor injuries or illness to 111 (NHS 24). 
 

 GP Surgery – Wednesday mornings by appointment through Portree Medical Practice on 
01478 612013. 

 

 Vet Surgery – Rhona Campbell, Veterinary Surgeon on 01478 611269. 
 

 Recycle Rag Bag Raasay Primary School – Please ensure that all items are securely 
bagged before placing in the bin. 

 

 Pensioner’s Bus Service – Check dates on Notice Board   
 

 Refuse collection – alternate Wednesdays.  
 

 The Alexander Technique – Call Winnie Ireland on 660227. 
 

 Split fuel logs - £50 a trailer (£70 hardwood). RDT is now running the fuelwood supply, 

taking over from RHCC. Anyone wanting to order fire wood should call Angus Gillies on 
660 383.  

 

 Isle of Skye Fish van deliveries weekly on Friday afternoons. 

 
 

 

Am Bratach’s Editorial Team is:  
 

Artemis Pana, Della Cheshire, Val Corey,  Linsay MacLean,  Lillian MacLeod, Margaret Moodie, Carol Anderson & Calum Gillies.  

 

We wish to extend our thanks to all our contributors and readers and hope you enjoy this edition! 

 

We’re always looking for more volunteers to keep Am Bratach going as well as any feedback you might have: 

RDT Office – 660 358  or email:  ambratach@gmail.com  

 
 

 

mailto:raasaydevelopmenttrust@gmail.com
mailto:ambratach@gmail.com
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What’s on Raasay – August 2018 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

  1 2 
11:30am - BEACH 
CLEAN @ RAASAY 
HOUSE 
 

12pm - BARLEY 
TRIALS  @ Distillery 

3 4 5 

  

  Blue Bins            
 

7pm - BAT WATCH    
NIGHT @ Distillery  

  

2pm - SUNDAY 
ROAST @RAASAY 
HOUSE 

   

   

6 7 
 
KATE FORBES 
MSP SURGERY – 
7:30 @ the HALL  

8 
 Green Bins 

9 10 11 12 

  

 
 
 
 
8pm CEILIDH 
@ the HALL 

 

2pm - SUNDAY 
ROAST @RAASAY 
HOUSE 

    

    

13 14 15 16 

HAIRDRESSER 
 
CRAFT FAIR @ the 
Hall  

17 18 19 
2pm - SUNDAY 
ROAST @RAASAY 
HOUSE 

  
Blue Bins 
   

  LUNCH CLUB    

     

20 21 
SCHOOL’S BACK! 
 

EDWARD 
MOUNTAIN MSP 
SURGERY – 12:15 
@ the HALL 

22 
Green Bins 

23 24 25 26 
2pm - SUNDAY 
ROAST @RAASAY 
HOUSE 

    
    

    

27 28 29 30 31   
  Blue Bins     

   HAIRDRESSER    

       

 
 

RNLI Fundraiser 
 

Jane’s Fundraiser on 18th July 

raised a phenomenal £500.10 

for the RNLI. Many thanks to all 

who helped out and all who 

supported the event on the day!  

MADE IN RAASAY 

We’ve had to change the date of 

the summer Craft fair.  It will now 

take place on Thursday 16th 

August, in the hall from 11.00 

until 3.30. Looking forward to 

seeing lots of you there. 


