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Forget the World Cup! Raasay presents the Gillies against
The Rest of the World.
By Margaret Moodie

Photo By D. Carslaw
When I was young, my hero was Stanley Matthews, the “Wizard of Dribble” who played at top level
until he was 50 years old. I still possess a recording of the famous FA Cup Final of 1953 between
Blackpool and the Bolton Wanderers, also known as the “Matthews Final.”
The “Gillies against The Rest of the World” match, held on 16th June in honour of John (Bradan) Gillies’
65th birthday was no less thrilling. Though it was noted that the “Rest of the world” had to lend some
players to the Gillies’ side, both teams acquitted themselves superbly. Particularly impressive was the
performance of several players under the legal age for voting and, on the other end of the spectrum,
several players who appeared over 50. There were some slips (or possibly ‘trips’?), lots of daring
maneuvers and a steady accrual of goals on both sides, keeping spectators gripped.
The spectators themselves deserve a special mention, braving a haze of rain and midges to support
the players. Their resolve was mightily helped by Katherine Gillies’ delicious half-time cake (much
better than sour slices of orange!). The Gillies won by 9 goals to 7. Watch out Scotland’s International
Team!
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An important birthday and important cause
A message from Bradan and Katherine
We'd like to say a huge thank you to everyone who came along to the dance
and to the football match to celebrate Bradan's 65th birthday and raise money
for Prostate Cancer UK.

You raised an amazing total of £1229
and we know that some people
donated on line in addition to this.
Thank you to Lillian for the birthday cake, Anda for providing free accommodation for the band and
to the Raasay Distillery, Raasay Outdoor Centre, Raasay Walled Garden, Raasay Development Trust,
Raasay Community Association and members of the community for providing prizes for the 100
square. Thank you to the primary school which collected donations at their sports day and everyone
else who helped or contributed.
Thank you to those who played football and to those who watched despite the rain and midges.
Oh, and did we mention that the (mostly) Gillies team beat The Rest of The Word 9 - 7 in the
football!

Forestry Update
Following the meeting on 12th June 2018 to discuss the Raasay Land Management Plan for the forest,
Ben Griffin from FCS has put together some proposed felling and restocking maps and some
visualisations through time.
As discussed at the meeting this is the opportunity for the community groups and members to send
comments to FCS about the plan and suggest any improvements. Ben took on board the suggestions
of meeting participants to produce a plan with a more varied age structure and with smaller,
windfirm coupes to allow sustainable harvesting of small volumes over time for use as firewood or
timber on the island. The link (https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/managing/plans-and-strategies/landmanagement-plans/consultations/raasay-land-management-plan-consultation) provides the brief,
key features map, felling and restocking maps and a number of visualisations from Dun Borodale and
the pier.
Comments should be sent to ben.griffin@forestry.gsi.gov.uk by the end of July so that FCS can
finalise the plan by the end of September. If you are unable to access the link, please contact
Artemis on 01478 660 391 or artemis.m.pana@googlemail.com.

3D Visualisation from the Pier of forest in 2055 © FCS
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Celebrating our emergency services
On Monday, July 2nd Raasay residents came out in force to meet staff and volunteers of the RNLI and
tour the Lifeboat. We were joined at the pier by our very own retained Fire Brigade with both old and
new fire engines (‘appliances’ to those in the know). A huge thank you to all those who work hard to
keep our island community safe!
Photo by David Carslaw

Jane Gillies has organized a fundraiser for the RNLI at Raasay
Community Hall on Wednesday, 18th July at 2pm. We look forward to
seeing you there!

RDT Update – Farewell and Hello!
The board of RDT were sorry to say goodbye to Rosemarie McNee in the middle of June when she left
her role as the Local Development Officer. Rosemarie has contributed hugely to the Development
Trust during her time with us and has left us in a good position to handover to the new Development
Officer. We would like to say a huge thank you for all the work Rosemarie has done in moving the
community's projects forward and in organising the RDT office.
Following interviews Elizabeth Macleod will be joining us as the new Development Officer. Elizabeth is
from Portree and has experience of projects similar to those that RDT are taking forward. We look
forward to welcoming her to the role and introducing her to Raasay. We'll have the usual full project
update for you next month

FIRE WOOD FOR SALE
Fully seasoned and dry, cut, split logs ready for burning delivered to your house.
Current charges for wood
Softwood
Hardwood (when available)

Standard trailer load
£50
£70

LogPod
£50
£75

Please contact Angus Gillies on 660383
Raasay Wood is a not for profit community enterprise, so prices are kept low.
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News from Raasay Primary
Pictured are the pupils of Raasay Primary School following
their recent success at the local Mod. This is the fourth year
in recent times that the school has been awarded the Oban
Rose Bowl for the most points gained in the Gaelic
competitions by a English Medium School. As well as
collectively winning the Rose Bowl, the children were all
successful in their individual competitions, bringing home
golds and silver medals.
Fire Brigade Visit
Pupils were delighted to receive a visit from our local Fire Fighters. The children thoroughly enjoyed
learning about the importance of Fire Safety and getting stuck in with the water hose putting the
‘fire’ out! The feedback also included how much they loved being in the Fire Engine, the sirens and
being surprised at how heavy the helmets were! Knockbreck Nursery, who were on a day out to
Raasay also thoroughly enjoyed joining in the experience. We would very much like to thank David,
Iain and Malcolm who kindly gave of their time to make the visit possible.

Raasay Nursery Day Out
Raasay Nursery enjoyed a fantastic day out with Broadford Nursery on Monday 11th June. Pupils
travelled down to Plockton where they enjoyed an exciting boat trip to see the seals and then had a
picnic and playpark visit. As you can see we have a ‘Skipper’ in the making!
A big thank you to Broadford Nursery for very kindly inviting us to this and other events throughout
the term.
Sports Day
Raasay Primary and Nursery pupils enjoyed a fantastic ‘Sports Fun Day’ at the pitch on Thursday
21st June. The theme this year was Biodiversity and teams were divided into ‘Bees’ and ‘Ladybirds’
with some themed games such as: Millipede March, Healthy Habits Obstacle and Bug Tug.
Thankfully, the day which had started quite grey improved and the sun came out for us! A big thank
you to locals and visitors who came along to watch and cheer us on. Thank you also to the Parent
Council for some much appreciated refreshments afterwards.
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Orienteering
Raasay Primary School was represented by Tabby and Nelly at the recent Inter School Orienteering
event. Both girls worked well as a team and completed the course in very good time. A quick stop to
the cafe was required as pre-event sustenance was required!
Inver Day Out
Raasay Primary School’s summer day out this year was a fantastic trip to Inver beach by way of
Raasay House fast boat! Pupils enjoyed the fast boat ride (and even having a shot of driving!), beach
explore, sand castle competition, team games, seal watching and a picnic. Of course, no beach day
would be complete without a bonfire and marshmallows! A big thank you to Raasay House, especially
David and Gordy who helped to make the day fantastic and fun!

Compost Scheme
School park residents please note that the compost collection won’t be taking place during the
holidays. However, there will be a bin at the school gate where you can deposit your waste. Thank
you for continuing to support our scheme. Collections will resume again on Wednesday 22nd August.
Prizegiving
At the end of another very busy and productive year at Raasay Primary School, we were delighted
that so many parents, friends, family and community members came along to help us celebrate the
children’s successes at our annual Prizegiving. Pupils performed some of their pieces from the Mod
and also some other pieces they had been learning. Our special guest this year presenting the prizes
was Mrs Ann MacLeod who had tutored Nelly for her Gaelic singing competition at the local Mod. Also
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in attendance was Iseabail Strachan, Community Arts Development Officer, who worked with the
school on a Community Arts based programme creating a Raasay leaflet of local placenames. The
leaflet focuses on the area round Holoman and thanks were extended to John William Gillies (Bradan)
who came into the school to share his knowledge of the area, totalling over twenty five place names.
The leaflet will be on sale in the Shop, Raasay House and The Silver Grasshopper for 50p. All
proceeds will go to the pupil Enterprise Fund. Also, we were delighted to show parents the final
woven blanket which was a result of all the After School Weaving Club work that Miss Lillian MacLeod
had undertaken with the pupils. The children have decided to gift this to the Nursery and all agreed it
was lovely to see the finished product. Mrs Wilma Duncan thanked all those attending and also all the
various individuals, families, community members, local businesses and groups who help and support
us throughout the year. The presentation was followed by some delicious cakes and refreshments
and we were blessed with beautiful sunny weather which we hope will continue for the holidays!

Happy Holidays!
“On behalf of all the staff we wish our pupils a very happy holiday and hope that the good weather
continues. “I would also like to thank all of the staff at Raasay Primary School, parents, Parent
Council and the wider community for all their help and support throughout the year. We look forward
to welcoming you all back on Tuesday 21st August for the start of the new term – enjoy the
summer!” Mrs Wilma Duncan, Head Teacher

READER SUBMISSIONS
The Am Bratach Editorial Team warmly welcomes articles, reviews, poems, images
and notices from our readers.
If you would like to submit a piece for consideration, then please send your item via email
to ambratach@gmail.com. If you are sending us a piece of writing, please send it in a word
document format. If you are sending us a photograph or image please send it in a JPEG,
PNG or a PDF format. The deadline for submissions this month is Friday the 27th of
July at 8pm.
If you would like to be involved in the production of Am Bratach please drop us an email or
speak to someone on the team. We look forward to hearing from you.
AB Editorial Team
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USEFUL NUMBERS


Business Gateway/Highland
Opportunity/ Princes Scottish Youth
Business Trust: Alistair Danter, Tigh na
Sgire, Park Lane, Portree, Isle of Skye,
IV51 9EP.
Tel 01478 611501, Mob 07921 758451
Email alistair.danter@highlandopportunity.com



MP: Ian Blackford MP, 29 High street,
Dingwall, IV15 9RU Telephone 01349
866397. Email:
ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk



MSP: Kate Forbes MSP, 12 High Street,
Dingwall, IV15 9RU. Tel 01349 863
888, www.twitter.com/@kateforbesmsp

Current Offers or Special Deals
2 for 1 On Electric Bike Hire
Get 2 electric bikes for 4 hours for only £30 or £45 for 8
hours. Call or email to book. 01478660300 info@raasayhouse.co.uk
3 for 2 On Outdoor Activities
Call or email to book. 01478660300 info@raasayhouse.co.uk
Raasay House is open for coffee, cakes, drinks (from
10am) and lunch (from 12 noon) every day of the week.

Raasay Walled
Garden Update
Carry on gardening...
Our search for funding has not found any grants that will support a project that is already underway
so following discussions with the board of Raasay House Community Company they have agreed to
provide financial support to the garden going forward. As a result, we are delighted that we have
been able to employ Kate Smith on a new contract as our Gardener working 20 hours a week to keep
the productive quadrant of the garden going supported by the volunteers. Kates role includes the
overall management of the garden on a daily basis, planning the crops that we grow and the layout
of the productive area, liaising with and managing the volunteers and the planning their workload,
taking orders for produce and managing the harvesting and delivery of produce as well as all the
daily tasks that are required to keep the garden in production. And of course, working with the rest
of the WAG team to plan for the future of the garden.
Kate's contract currently runs up to the end of October by which time we will have presented a five
year plan for the garden to RHCC and the community and we can then discuss the future
requirements of the project. In the meantime, there's lots going on as always. We have a new shed
in the garden that will allow us to keep information and books out on display regardless of the
weather. The old shed has been moved next to the polytunnels so that the tools etc are more easily
accessible. Work has now also started on the third polytunnel, this has been very delayed due to
missing parts from the supplier which have had a knock-on effect on the produce that we had
planned to grow in it this year.
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Open for Visitors
We have also fenced off the old greenhouses which means that we can now leave the garden gates
unlocked during the day for visitors to look round the garden regardless of whether we are there or
not. The gates will be unlocked between 10am and 3pm Monday to Friday - however to stop the
rabbits getting in please keep them closed and please ensure that any dogs in the garden are kept on
a lead. Please pop into the new shed to look at the information on the garden and browse our
growing collection of garden related literature!

Branching out
As you will have seen at our previous garden events our plans for the garden have included planting
an orchard in the quadrant of the garden nearest the West Wing. To move this forward we
successfully applied to The Mushroom Trust for a grant of £4900. The grant will go towards the cost
of the fruit trees, bulbs to plant below them, a few picnic benches and the labour required to prepare
the area and help with the planting. We are putting match funding of £1000 towards this and hope to
raise some of this through sponsor ship of the trees. We're still to finalise the details but whether you
want to plant a tree for yourself or someone else we'll let you know how you can take root in the
garden! As well as creating a fantastic area in the garden we hope that the orchard will provide us
with future opportunities for community events such as apple picking and juicing days. We'll carry on
looking for other opportunities for the garden.
Volunteer Working Days
Kate has a lot to achieve in 20 hours a week, so we are reliant on our volunteers working alongside
her. Our weekday working days have proved popular, so we are now holding them on the first and
third Fridays of the month from 10am till 3pm, we'll provide tea, coffee and lunch and if you'd like to
volunteer then or at any other time please contact Kate or message us on Facebook.
There are regular jobs that we’d love help with outside of the working days, so if you are interested
please get in touch, these include:





watering the polytunnels - about an hour a day
Mowing / strimming the grass – about 6 to 10 hours per fortnight
Harvesting produce – 3 hours each Friday morning

Produce
Produce is delivered to the shop on Friday mornings. If you'd like a regular order just let us know or
some along on a Friday morning to pick your own. We've also got flowers available so do think of us
if you're wanting a bunch, we can pick them for you or you can come along when we are in the
garden and choose your own!
Please remember that our fantastic note cards are available to purchase in packs of 6 (3 of each
design) for £10 plus postage (65p for UK).
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Work your own plot
Whilst we have areas in the garden that we are not cultivating we’re looking into offering plots to
members of the community. This would be done on an annual basis, so we can review space as we
progress with the garden project and we’d be offering the plots in return for voluntary hours in the
garden rather than a charge. If you are interested, then please get in touch with Kate or Katherine or
via our Facebook page and we’ll arrange to meet up to discuss this further.
We hope to get some events organised for this year so watch out on Facebook and the local
noticeboard for more details and if you have any ideas or would like to get involved please get in
touch. To keep in touch and find out when we’re open you can visit our Facebook page: Raasay
Walled Garden or call in to the garden to look around. Email us on raasaywalledgarden@gmail.com
or contact us by phone: Kate Smith 660226 / 07816647739 or Katherine Gillies 660233.

Somhairle Còir na Bhriathran Fhèin
le Niall Gòrdan
The following is based on my own Gaelic
translation of an English-language interview
which appeared in the 1986 "Critical Essays"
(p.211), or which alternatively can be
accessed through Urras Shomhairle / The
Sorley MacLean Trust.
I undertook this "labour of love" in February
1997 (before I had access to the Internet) and
am now proud to share a shortened version.
The title is "Sorley in His Own Words". I have
used photographs and other material of my
own - hope you enjoy this too.
Is cuimhne leam e [athair] bhith a’ seinn “Marbhrann Eóghain” le Rob Donn,
agus ’s e am fonn a bh’ aige ach am fonn a bh’ air “Mhic Dhughaill ‘ic
Ruairidh”, agus chan eil fhiosam a bheil duine beò a sheinneas “Marbhrann
Eóghain” aig Rob Donn.
It seems Sorley was surrounded by lots of poetry and song and in general a
very Gaelic atmosphere: this was matched by the many locations his family
came from and went to, and this without a doubt added to his rich store of
Gaelic.
I too tried to create a Gaelic atmosphere around myself using everything at
my disposal - video, radio, books. I think it paid off! Now, does anyone
know the connection with the books and the lady depicted here? When I
attended Gaelic short courses in the 90s, I met this lovely lady called Morag
Craig, and we struck up a conversation concerning poetry and songs and
suchlike one day.
"My boy," she said, "if you have any interest in this sort of thing, well, there
are 2 books you definitely require." And there they are.
Móran taing, a Mhóir mo chridhe :-)
(Dealbh/picture: le cuideachadh o / thanks to Raghnaid Sandilands & Calum Bulloch).
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Calum and his road from Skye & Lochalsh Memories
Facebook page

RCA Update
Review of Events in June
On Saturday 9th June we had a BBQ at the hall. The weather was good and we were able to sit
outside (until the midges arrived later in the evening)!
The music from Gill Halliday and Chris Sesar was fantastic and a great evening was had by all.
The Bingo night planned for Saturday 23rd June was postponed, so we'll announce a new date later
in the summer.
Upcoming Events in July & August
Friday 20th July there's a licensed dance with music from The Little Space Ceilidh Band, doors open
at 8pm and we'll be serving food from the BBQ around 9:30pm.
Friday 10th August the Kyle Ceilidh Band return to Raasay for a licensed dance. Doors open at 8
and we'll be serving food from the BBQ around 9:30pm.
We hope to see you there and if you can help for an hour or two please let us know in advance.
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Pop Up Cafe
They'll be a few dates for the pop up cafe
in late July and August so look out locally
and on Facebook for the dates.
Hall maintenance and repairs
As you will, hopefully, have noticed we've
had some work done to the drive and car
park to fill the potholes, other
maintenance work is still required and
we'll keep you posted with when it's taking
place.
Regular Dates
Hairdresser - Murdina will be here on
Thursdays 5th and 19th July.
Lunch Club - this will resume on
Wednesday 15th August after a break over
the summer.
Arts and Craft Group & Knitting Bee have
stopped for a break over the summer.
Katherine is away until 23rd July so
during that time for bookings of the
hall, including use of the sports
equipment, please contact Kirsten
Duncan on 07706 615745. Any change
to this will be shown on the village
notice board and our Facebook page.
Hall Hire Rates
Room

Residents &
Local Businesses

Non-Residents
& Commercial

Standard

Block Booking
(> 5 sessions)

Main Hall or
Upstairs Meeting room or lobby

£10 / hour

£8 / hour

Main Hall
(For a family or max 4 people for
sports etc)

£5 / hour

£10 / hour

£5 / half day
£10 / day

£5 / half day
£10 / day

Use of hot desk in office

£20 / hour

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter advertising rates, per issue:
Full page: £20 Half page: £12 Quarter page: £8 Eighth page/Small ad: £5

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter
July 2018

13

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter
July 2018

14

RAASAY HOUSE COMMUNITY COMPANY
invites applications for project funding
It is RHCC’s intention to award grants of up to £3,000 where:
 The project will enhance the lives of Raasay residents
 The group making the application will bring added benefit to the project
by securing additional funding from another source, providing voluntary
labour or both.
Groups applying for funding should provide details of:
 Who they are
 How they are constituted
 Short & long-term benefit of the project
 Detailed Business plan
 Financial projections
 Resources they can contribute
Applications for funding will be considered three times a year:
 31st January
 31st May
 30th September
The RHCC Board may consider requests to work alongside a group in order to
deliver a worthwhile project, where the group would benefit from assistance.
For more information, please contact any member of the RHCC Board: David Westgarth, Donnie MacLeod, John W. Gillies, John Thomson, Darryl
Simpson, John Allen Gillies, Anne Gillies
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LOCAL SERVICES


RDT Surgery every Wednesday 10.00am-12.00pm or by appointment. Contact Elizabeth
on 01478 660358 or email raasaydevelopmenttrust@gmail.com



NHS Nurse – 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday on 660204. Emergency calls to 999;
minor injuries or illness to 111 (NHS 24).



GP Surgery – Wednesday mornings by appointment through Portree Medical Practice on
01478 612013.



Vet Surgery – Rhona Campbell, Veterinary Surgeon on 01478 611269.



Recycle Rag Bag Raasay Primary School – Please ensure that all items are securely
bagged before placing in the bin.



Pensioner’s Bus Service – Check dates on Notice Board



Refuse collection – alternate Wednesdays.



The Alexander Technique – Call Winnie Ireland on 660227.



Split fuel logs - £50 a trailer (£70 hardwood). RDT is now running the fuelwood supply,
taking over from RHCC. Anyone wanting to order fire wood should call Angus Gillies on
660 383.



Isle of Skye Fish van deliveries weekly on Friday afternoons.

German prisoners
arriving on Raasay
(from Skye & Lochalsh
Memories Facebook
page)
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What’s on Raasay – July 2018

RNLI Fundraiser at
the Hall

Am Bratach’s Editorial Team is:
Artemis Pana, Della Cheshire, Val Corey, Linsay MacLean, Lillian MacLeod, Rosemarie McNee, Margaret Moodie, Carol Anderson &
Calum Gillies.
We wish to extend our thanks to all our contributors and readers and hope you enjoy this edition!
We’re always looking for more volunteers to keep Am Bratach going as well as any feedback you might have:
RDT Office – 660 358 or email: ambratach@gmail.com

