
Am Bratach 
Raasay’s Community Newsletter 

June 2018  

 
Forestry News 

 

 

 

p.2 

             
Art of Surprise 

 

 

 

p. 3 

  
Dialann  

(the conclusion)   

 

 

p.6 

  
Breas Secret 

Garden 

 

 

p.7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Made in Raasay – Crafty Crew 
By Lillian MacLeod  

The first of this season’s Craft Fairs was 
held on Wednesday 30th May in the 

Hall.  It was a very successful event 
with eighty six adults through the door 
and a fair number of children as well.  

The atmosphere was very convivial 
throughout and as well as many craft 

items being bought, the cafe did a 
roaring trade. 
 

Raasay can be proud of the fact that 

this small community can put on such 

an excellent display of varied crafts and 

of such a high standard. There were 

many comments from visitors during 

the day saying how impressed they were are what was on show. Well done to all the crafters who put 

on such a fine display!  Many thanks must also go to all the people who help out on the day;  the Fair 

would not be what it is without that generous assistance.   

I would like to thank all the people who kindly donated baking to the cafe. The fact that these goodies 

almost all disappear is a testament to the quality of that baking and the crafters are very grateful to 

those of you who donate in this way. 

The next Fair will be held on Wednesday 8th August. 

Photo credit Calum Gillies 
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Forestry Commission Invites Local Input 
By Margaret Moodie  

 

A public meeting arranged by the Forestry Commission was held in the Community Hall on 3rd May, 

to bring the community up to date with the present situation with Forestry land on the island. 

Douglas Mitchell, their planning officer, told those present that their plans have to be revised every ten 

years and that the new survey has to be completed by September 2018, with draft plans being in place 

by June/July 2019.  He suggested that members of the community could be involved in these new 

plans which would look at a) ownership and b) the species of trees to be grown, bearing in mind the 

time they take to mature, therefore minimising the impact on the landscape.  This would mean that 

small management areas and paths would be created for felling machinery. 

We were told that there had been reasonable success with the planting of young trees so far and dead 

saplings replaced, there having been some damage by deer and rabbits.  The soil is quite good and 

since 2015 oak and cherry have been planted and recently sitka spruce has been successfully planted 

near the mine. 

The cost of the project would be an issue.  There are 2,000 tons of softwood and 10 hectares of larch 

wood at Brochel and in the gorges which will not be felled – although most of them have reached 

maturity – because of the visual impact it would have. 

Questions were then invited from the audience. It was pointed out that deer were getting into the 

forest area because of the state of the fences and cattle grids.  We were told that the herons are still 

nesting in the remaining larch.  The importance of archaeology was stressed, and a suggestion made 

that paths to archaeological sites be reinstated and information boards put up. We were informed that 

nothing had been done on the cliffs north of Raasay House.  The area round Loch a’Mhuillin (Home 

Loch) would be discussed by the newly set up group. The work in Mill Park is now completed, but the 

ditches are the responsibility of Highland Council.  Finally, it was suggested that there should be 

recreational areas.  Maps were placed on the walls so that written comments could be attached. 

 

 

 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF RAASAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
will be held on Tuesday June 5thth 2018 at 8pm in the Community Hall. 

  
We try to run this as an open meeting where everyone can take part. It’s open to all residents of 
the island, and it gives you the opportunity to ask questions, make comments, and express 

opinions on issues which concern the island. 
 
There will be a report on the activities of the Community Council over the past year, and copies of 

the Financial Statement will be available. We will be telling you about some of the matters we have 
dealt with, as well as those which are likely to be ongoing into the coming year. 

 
We hope you will come along to the meeting and look forward to seeing you there. The Community 
Council has the responsibility to put forward the views of the island as a whole, and we try hard to 

do so - but we need your input! 
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Art of Surprise By Artemis Pana  

 

William John MacLeod was an artist and picture restaurateur 

whose remarkable body of work chronicles several decades of 

British history. From the dazzling heyday of Glasgow’s School of 

Art to the rubble of post-Blitz London and the beautiful 

solemnity of 1950s rural townships, his pen and paintbrushes 

capture more than just scenery and people. They convey a 

feeling of place.  

Margaret Moodie had mentioned that her father was an artist. 

She had spoken about the fact that he had volunteered to serve 

his country in World War I and had sustained health problems. 

After a decade in recovery, he was appointed Senior Restoration 

Artist for Ancient Monuments. His restoration work can be found 

in many landmark buildings and his original work is hung on the 

walls of the Houses of Parliament in Westminster. He was 

awarded the Imperial Services Medal.  

All this I knew, but to be given the opportunity to experience 

his paintings and sketches first-hand in the beautiful exhibition 

room of Raasay Gallery was something else entirely.   

The story of the Raasay Gallery exhibition is not just the story 

of William MacLeod’s legacy. It is also the story of his children, Margaret and John, and of how chance 

events can sometimes result in a long-held aspiration becoming reality.  

After William’s death in 1970, his work was conserved by 

Margaret and John with the intention of exhibiting it. Almost 50 

years later, Margaret submitted an article about her father to 

Am Bratach.  The article was read by Gordon Cheape and 

Christa Wesler, owners of the Raasay Gallery and things 

snowballed from there. A date was set for the exhibition 

opening. Gordon, Christa and Margaret worked round the clock 

to prepare the materials and the West Highland Free Press ran 

a piece about it. 30 people came to the opening night and in 

total over 70 people visited the exhibition. As Christa said, 

“there was a need to resurrect this work, to let people see it”. 

When I asked what most people’s response was to the 

paintings, Gordon said “they were surprised.”  

I was surprised too. I was not expecting my reaction to his 

work. Some of his landscapes – the sun setting over a river, 

mountains in Switzerland, trees silhouetted against a dark sky 

– are splendid and unsettling in equal measure. I think we are 

lucky on Raasay to have this opportunity to be surprised by art.  

If you have missed the exhibition or wish to enjoy it again, 

Raasay Gallery is showing the work till the week of the 25th July which coincides with the Clan MacLeod 

gathering.  

Photographs by Barbara Martin Photography 
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News from Raasay Primary 
 

Cross Country 

On Tuesday 8th May Pupils in P4 & 5 took part in the annual 

Skye Schools' Cross Country event in Portree. We were 

delighted that Nelly, Noah and Thomas were able to 

represent the school and all put in a fantastic performance 

- defying the very wet conditions and even managing to 

look quite fresh at the end! This was the first time in this 

event for Thomas and Noah and the second year for Nelly. 

The course is a tough 1.5 miles which is no mean feat so 

congratulations to all! Nelly even managed to  improve on 

her last year's position by 9 places! 

 

 

 

Weaving Studio 

School pupils enjoyed a visit to Miss Lillian 

MacLeod and her beautiful Weaving Studio to 

learn more about the weaving process. It was very 

kind of Lillian to show us around her studio and 

she explained the processes involved in using the 

three different looms that she has. To top it off 

the pupils were treated to some juice and some of 

Lillian's delicious baking! I think we may have 

some weavers in the making! 

 

 

 

 

Sports Day Practice 

With the beautiful summer weather we've been having, pupils enjoyed a sunny 

P.E. session which was held at the pitch. This was the perfect practice session 

for our Sports' Day which will be taking place next month. The pupils will be 

working on a theme and a programme for the day - which should ensure lots of 

fun for all. Let's hope the weather is as good as this! 

 

Beansprouts 

Pupils planted beans a few weeks ago and they have certainly grown! Pupils have been 

observing the growth and have been learning about the conditions required for growth. 

 

Mod 

We are very grateful to Mrs Anne MacLeod who has kindly 

been helping Nelly with the singing aspect of her Mod 

practice. All the pupils who will be taking part in the Mod have been 

working very hard on their pronunciation and presentation and we wish 

them well on the day. Also thank you to Mrs Rosemary Bungard who has 

been giving Nelly private tuition on the violin for her competition on 
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Saturday. The competitions will be held on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd June. 

 

Craft Fair 

On Wednesday 30th May, Raasay Primary School pupils had a stall at the regular Raasay Craft Fair. 

This was an opportunity to showcase some of the Biodiversity designs that the pupils had been working 

on – transferring their skills to another medium. They produced a beautiful range of cards, which they 

designed to incorporate the Biodiversity theme of flowers/plants/wildlife by using lino printing. They 

also photocopied some of their weaving work and cut out and pasted designs onto card to produce 

some very artistic and colourful images. As you can see their stall was very popular and they raised 

an amazing total of over £116 to be shared between their chosen charity of the SSPCA and the Raasay 

Primary Enterprise Fund.  

 

Animal Crime Prevention 

Wednesday 30th was a very busy day as we not only had the 

craft fair but also a visit from the Scottish Police Animal 

Crime Prevention Unit. This was a very informative 

presentation with lots of display items which brought home 

to the pupils the crimes that are unfortunately sometimes 

found within Scotland. They had examples of illegal traps and 

information regarding animal protection and welfare.  

 

 

 

Bikeability 

Pupils enjoyed being out and about on their bikes as part of the Bikeability scheme. The weather 

certainly helped make the outing and an ice cream was required at the end of the ride! 

 

Rag Bag 

We are delighted that we are now able to have regular 

collections for our Rag Bag meaning that it should never 

be full. We hope to have a collection before the summer 

holidays – so if you have any items for collection now 

is a good time to get them in. Thank you. 
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Prizegiving and Sports Day 

Our annual local Sports Day will be held at the pitch (or Hall if weather wet) on 

Thursday 21st June at 1pm – all welcome. Our Annual Prizegiving will be held on 

Thursday 28th June at 1pm at the school. Please come along and help us celebrate 

the successes of our pupils throughout the year. Teas and coffees will be served 

afterwards 

 

 

Dialann (air leantail..)   
 

 On a tha mi nam neach-ionnsachaidh Gaeilge (agus Gàidhlig, thoir fa-near), bu cheart gum biodh ùidh 

agam ann am Pàdraig, oir dh' ionnsaich esan cànan muinntir na h-Èireann e fhèin. Bhiodh e ceart, 

uime sin, Pàdraig a ghairm na "Phàtran an Luchd-Ionnsachaidh" air sgàth Gàidheil na h-Alba cho math 

ri ar co-chàirdean Èireannach. 

   Ciod iad na sgrìobhainnean? 'S e litir a tha ann am fear aca, a sgrìobh e gu ceannaird sa Chuimrigh, 

agus "Faosaid", pios fada mu a bheatha fhèin. B' ann ann an Laidin a chuir Pàdraig ri chèile an dà rud, 

ach chaidh leagan eadar-theangaichte den Fhaosaid fhoillseachadh le F.A.S sa bhliadhna 1960, agus 

a-rithist an dèidh sin. 

   Na leabhar innsidh Críostóir dhuinn gun do choinnich e 

ri daoine nach creid gun tàinig Pàdraig gu Èirinn idir - ach 

thàinig gu deimhinne, agus cha b' ann air aon turas, ach 

an dà uair.  'S e an t-eadar-dhealachadh a bh' ann gun 

tàinig e dha dheòin fhèin an dara h-uair. Chaidh fàilte 

mhór a chur air - an duine àraid seo a bha comasach 

bruidhinn ri Gàidheil na h-Èireann nan cànan fhèin: 

Gaeilge. 

   Crìochnaicheam le seo: tha e ann an comas a h-uile 

duine "eilthireachd" a dhèanamh, saoilidh mi, le bhith a' 

direadh cnuic, chan e dìreach "Cruach Phàdraig", ach 

cnoc sam bith air a bheil gràdh againn.  

Since I am a learner of Gaeilge (and of Gaelic, of course), 

it would be right that I'd have an interest in Patrick, 

because he learned the language of the Irish people 

himself. It would be correct, therefore, to proclaim Patrick 

"Patron of Learners" on behalf of us the Gaels of Scotland 

as well as our Irish compatriots. 

   What are the writings? One is a letter he wrote to a 

leader in Wales, and a "Confession", a long piece about 

his own life. Patrick put these together in Latin originally, 

but a translated version of the Confession was published 

by FÁS in 1960, and again after that. 

   In his book Criostoir tells us that he met people who do 

not believe that Patrick came to Ireland at all - but it is 

certain he did, and not just once, but on two occasions. 
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The difference was that he came of his own free will the second time. He was accorded a warm welcome 

- this special person who was able to converse with the Gaels of Ireland in their own language: Gaeilge. 

   Let me finish with this: it is in the ability of everyone to make a "pilgrimage", I think, by merely 

climbing a hill, not just "Cruach Phadraig", but any hill we love. 

   Ós rud é go bhfuilim im fhoghlaimeoir Gaeilge (agus Gáidhlig, ar ndóigh), ba cheart go mbeadh suim 

agam i bPádraig, óir d' fhoghlaim seisean teanga mhuintir na hÉireann é féin. Ba cheart, dá bhrí sin, 

Pádraig a fhógairt ina "Éarlamh na bhFoghlaimeoirí" thar ceann sinne Gaeil na hAlban chomh maith 

lenár gcomhchairde Éireannacha.  

   Cad iad na scríbhinní? Litir is ea ceann acu, a scríobh sé chuig taoiseach sa Bhreatan Bheag: agus 

"Faoistin", píosa fada faoina shaol féin. Ba i Laidin a chum Pádraig an dá rud, ach foilsíodh leagan 

aistrithe den bhFaoistin le F.Á.S i 1960, agus ina dhiaidh sin arís. 

   Ina leabhar insíonn Críostóir dúinn gur bhuail sé le daoine nach gcreideann gur tháinig Pádraig go 

dtí Éirinn ar chor ar bith - ach tháinig go deimhin, agus ní hea ar thuras amháin, ach an dá uair. An 

difríocht do bhí ann ná gur tháinig sé dá dheoin féin an dara huair. Cuireadh mórfháilte roimhe - an 

duine áirithe seo a bhí in ann labhairt le Gaeil na hÉireann ina dteanga féin: An Ghaeilge. 

   Críochnaimse leis an ráiteas seo: tá sé i gcumas a chuile dhuine "oilithreacht" a dhéanamh, sílim, le 

bheith ag dreapadh cnoic, ní hea díreach "Cruach Phádraig", ach aon chnoc a bhfuil grá againn air.  

   

Braes Secret Gardens 
by Val Corey 

On Saturday 12 May three intrepid Raasay folk set off on a voyage of discovery. We were off to Braes 

for the Plant Sale and Open Gardens Day. 

We were blessed with the most perfect weather for our adventure. Blue sky, brilliant sunshine, light 

breeze, just could not have been better for garden visiting. 

Our first port of call was the plant sale in Braes Community Hall which was very obviously a great 

favourite with enthusiastic gardeners. Although we arrived only forty-five minutes after the opening, 

we could tell by the stream of plant-laden folk leaving the hall as we arrived that the stock would be 

rather depleted. That said, we still managed to snap up some great bargains, then turned our attention 

to the main attraction of the day, the open gardens! 

Braes was looking its best in the lovely weather and charmed us utterly as we drove to the furthest 

tip. The views were stunning, particularly, of course, the views of Raasay. It was lovely to see our 

island from a different viewpoint.  

The gardens were delightful, especially one graced with its own burn complete with waterfall. The 

owners were all very welcoming and knowledgeable and at two of the gardens we were refreshed with 

tea or coffee and delicious cakes. Very welcome indeed. 

It was a wholly delightful day which left us looking forward to the next Open Gardens Day. 
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Raasay Community Association 
Review of Events in May 

On Saturday 12th May at 6:30pm 

Catherine Wheels Theatre Company and 

the National Theatre of Scotland brought 

Eddie and the Slumber Sisters to Raasay. 

This was a fantastic show enjoyed by all the 

children and adults who attended. A simple 

but touching story showing how we deal 

with grief. The set was amazing and 

completely transformed the hall and the 

acting and singing was wonderful. 

 

Upcoming Events in June 

On Saturday 9th June there's a licensed 

BBQ at the hall at 4:30pm with live music 

from Gill Halliday and Chris Sesar. We hope 

to see you there and if you can help for an hour or two please let us know in advance. 

Saturday 23rd June at 6pm is Bingo night! There will be hot drinks, soft drinks and snacks available. 

Always good fun, come along to see if your numbers are called! 

July and August Events 

If these events are to go ahead we need more volunteers to help,  please contact Katherine Gillies or 

Kirsten Duncan  if you can help. We just need a few hours of your time at one event a year. 

Friday 20th July at 8pm. Family Ceilidh with live music. Bacon rolls & veggie alternative served after 

9pm 

Friday 10th August. Family Ceilidh with live music. BBQ served after 9pm 

PLEASE NOTE, THE LICENSED BARS THAT ARE RUN AT EVENTS ARE ONE OF THE MAIN 

SOURCES OF INCOME FOR THE HALL. THEY COVER THE COSTS OF EVENTS AND ANY PROFIT 

GOES TOWARDS THE RUNNING COSTS OF THE HALL. PLEASE RESPECT THIS AND DO NOT 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS ALONG TO LICENSED EVENTS AS IT TAKES INCOME AWAY FROM 

THE HALL. AT A LICENSED EVENT THE HALL BOARD ALSO HAVE MORAL AND LEGAL 

RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARDS THOSE ATTENDING, THESE ARE MUCH HARDER TO UPHOLD 

WHEN PEOPLE BRING THEIR OWN DRINKS. THANK YOU. 

Watch out on Raasay Community Associations Facebook page and the village notice board for up to 

date details of events and if anyone would like to run or help at any events in the hall please contact 

us. 

Pop Up Cafe 

There have been lots of enquiries about whether the Pop Up Cafe will run this summer. It has proved 

very popular over the last two summers and we had hoped to be able to run it more frequently however 

there are already several bookings for the hall during July and August so it will not be possible to do 
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that. We are looking at what we can do, it may be less frequent and slightly scaled down but we will 

be back so watch this space! 

Hall maintenance and repairs 

There's always a lot going on behind the scenes at the hall and this month has been no exception. 

We've had problems with our heating system which has resulted in having no hot water for the last 

few weeks but we are hoping this will be resolved shortly. Thank you for bearing with us, we'll keep 

you posted. 

All of the doors in the hall are waiting on work as they are in various stages of falling apart, having 

just had the top door repaired one of the doors in the main hall is now un-useable so please bear with 

us as we are waiting for it to be repaired. 

There's also a lot of other major maintenance work required. The floor in the main hall has always 

caused problems as the ends of the planks rise in hot dry weather. It is now so bad that it needs 

replacing, as does the decking around the outside of the hall. The drive and parking areas have been 

patched up several times and now need completely resurfacing and ideally tarmac put on. The cost of 

this is beyond what the hall can fund or raise locally and there is very little grant funding available for 

repairs and maintenance costs. However there is a one off fund open this year that will accept 

applications for such costs so the hall board are preparing an application to be submitted at the end of 

June. We will find out in October if this has been successful. In the meantime we are looking at 

temporary repairs to the craters in the drive. 

Regular Dates 

Hairdresser - Murdina obviously depends on having hot water available at the hall so please check the 

notice board and Facebook for the dates of her visits which will resume once the heating system has 

been fixed. 

Lunch Club - this will resume on Wednesday 15th August after a break over the summer. 
Arts and Craft Group - Monday afternoons from 2 till 4. For more details contact Margaret McVicar 

Knitting Bee - will resume on Thursday evenings in September or October. 
 
For bookings of the hall, including use of the sports equipment for football, badminton, 

basketball or table tennis, please contact Katherine Gillies 660233 / 07939106426  

 

 

 

 

 

FIRE WOOD FOR SALE 
Fully seasoned and dry, cut, split logs ready for burning delivered to your house. 

Current charges for wood Standard trailer load LogPod 

Softwood £50 £50 

Hardwood (when available) £70 £75 
 

Please contact Angus Gillies on 660383 

Raasay Wood is a not for profit community enterprise, so prices are kept low. 
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RDT PROJECT UPDATES MAY 2018 
Report by: Rosemarie McNee, Local Development officer 

Final project reports have been successfully submitted to the Keep Scotland Beautiful CCF fund for 
wood Fuel Project and to the Scottish land Fund for the Purchase of the Pit last year.  Both of these 

projects were a great success and have enabled RDT to progress the wood fuel enterprise further for 
the benefit of the community. RDT have leased areas of the pit to FES who are leasing the land to 
store the timber from the recent felling operation. The income from this will be used to purchase timber 

as and when required to ensure that the community has a sustainable supply of wood. 

SOCIAL HOUSING – RDT have held meetings with the North Raasay Sheep stock Club (NRSSC) who 
have agreed to give 3 of their land sites (approx. 1 acre) at a greatly reduced cost to the community 

for the purpose of social housing development project. They have also agreed to sell another 2 adjacent 
sites at market value. With this agreement in place RDT have been able to submit an initial referral to 

the Scottish land Fund for the purchase of this land on behalf of the community.  A case worker has 
now been allocated to us from HIE who will support RDT through the application process.  RDT will be 
meeting with Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association (LSHA) and Highland Small Community Housing 

trust (HSCHT) later this month to commence the development of the social housing project. This project 
has been identified as a priority for the island from community consultations and RDT are committed 

to supporting the community to achieve this. RDT will keep you updated on this project through our 
monthly updates, community meetings and the dissemination of information accordingly.  

 
FORESTRY – Woodland plan for Raasay 

Forestry Enterprise Scotland (FES) is required to review and update their strategic woodland 
management plans. Raasay is one of the places that require this to be done. The plan will be for the 

next 10 years so it is vital that it incorporates the views/ needs of the island.  
FES held a public meeting at the beginning of May to share information about this plan with the 
community and invited local people to get involved in a working group to assist in the completion of 

this 10 year plan for Raasay. FES has to complete the plan by September 2018 so the meetings will 
be action focused to ensure that this can be achieved within the timescale. 

A number of local people have already shown interest in being part of this group and have been invited 
along to the initial meeting which will be held on Tuesday 12th June at 4pm at the Community Hall. 
Information from this meeting will be circulated to the whole community. 

 
CCF WOOD FUEL PROJECT – Angus Gillies is the main contact for all wood orders, his Contact 

number is: 01478 660383. Payment for wood should be made when you order. The preferable 
method of payment is by BACS however you can pay by cheque or cash at the office.  The wood fuel 

group are busy getting themselves familiar operating the new wood processing equipment, restocking 
the wood sheds and will be making renovations to the wood drying shed roofs. 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN – The initial draft of the 122 development plan for the next 5 years is currently 
being written up and once it is completed in full will be shared with the community. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES - RDT are currently looking to recruit a  

• Part Time Local Development officer  

• Part time Admin worker.  

The Job adverts have went out and will also be advertised in this edition of the newsletter as well as 
being shared on social media and the community notice board. 

I would like to use this opportunity to thank the whole community for supporting me in my role as 

Local development Officer.  It’s been a privilege working on behalf of the community; I have learned 
so much and have enjoyed getting to know you all better. The last 10 months have flown by, during 
this time I have assisted RDT to progress to the stage where they are now about to embark on new 

exciting developments for the island and I wish them every success. 
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Latest News! - Raasay Out of Hours Healthcare Provision 
 
Sir Lewis met with Raasay representatives in Portree on 8th May and provided a draft report on his 

view of out of hours services in this area.  He has subsequently issued his final report and extracts 
from it, of relevance to Raasay, are given below. 
 

Raasay Community Council 31st May 2018 

INDEPENDENT EXTERNAL VIEW OF SKYE, LOCHALSH AND SOUTH WEST ROSS OUT OF 

HOURS SERVICES May 2018 

Prof. Sir Lewis D Ritchie, Chair, Independent External View Panel 

Extracts from Chair’s Foreword 

“This independent external view report has been prepared in response to a request from Dr David 
Alston, Chair of NHS Highland, to review the sustainability of Out-of-Hours services in Skye, Lochalsh 

and South West Ross (SLSWR) - particularly North Skye.” 

“We found that current OOH services were not sufficiently sustainable, nor equitable. We offer 15 Key 
Messages and have made a number of recommendations under 15 issues.” 

Extracts from the Report relevant to Raasay 

Specific Localities 12.  

During the External View process, we received submissions and held discussions about the needs of 
specific communities within SLSWR. We are conscious that all local communities are unique with a 
need for tailored requirements. Two local communities in particular: Glenelg/Arnisdale and Raasay, 

expressed much dissatisfaction about their current emergency and urgent care, which they regarded 
as a significant deterioration from former provision. Extensive discussions between NHS Highland and 

each of these communities, expectations have not been met and have not yet led to shared and 
meaningful agreed outcomes for the wellbeing of either. The present situation in both communities is 
unsatisfactory and must be remedied, by mutual agreement. 

 

Raasay: This island community until recently has been served for many years by a resident district 
nurse, which lapsed on retirement of the former incumbent. The Raasay community had expectations 

that this post would be maintained. This did not materialise. After a protracted delay and a number of 
meetings with NHS Highland, the Raasay community agreed to compromise on their initial expectation 
when a support worker was offered instead. Understandably the Raasay community representatives 

were anxious to be assured that this role had the required skill set. NHS Highland agreed to share and 
agree the job description but this did not happen before the appointment was made, after significant 

delay. This and other failed expectations has led Raasay community representatives to lose confidence 
on the management of NHS Highland. We would ask NHS Highland to reflect carefully about this and 
respond accordingly. We understand after significant delay an appointment of a support worker has 

been made. A part time vacancy (22.5 hours) presently remains. The job description used for this 
vacancy includes First Responder and on call duties. NHS Highland have made a commitment to 

develop the support worker to an enhanced level with the assistance of SAS. SAS are currently 
reviewing this level of enhanced service which is impacting on the resilience of workers on Raasay as 

well as on Eigg. In the interim, NHS Highland has made available daytime nursing cover on a Monday 
to Friday basis. OOH cover is provided through the NHS 24 (phone 111) service for urgent care or by 
999 calls for emergency care. Raasay residents with urgent or emergency care needs requiring sea 

evacuation to the Skye mainland can only do so by timetabled year-round ferry transfer to Sconser 
when operational. When the ferry is not operational and during OOH periods, the crew of the Portree 

RNLI lifeboat invariably respond. We have discussed this in Recommendation 10 above. Raasay 
presently has access to superfast broadband. 
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We recommend that:  

e) NHS Highland and other partners should continue to engage with the residents of Raasay in a 

meaningful way and to rapidly develop an agreed and sustainable service on the island that provides 
safe and resilient care 24/7. Independent external third party facilitation should be considered to help 

achieve this.  

f) As part of the review of sea evacuation procedures in Recommendation 10, Raasay is a key priority. 
Discussions should take place with CalMac whether the Raasay-Sconser ferry can be deployed on 
demand for urgent/emergency care transfers. Irrespective of these discussions and possible 

agreements, the ongoing role of the crew of the RNLI Portree Lifeboat is respected and appreciated.  

g) The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) have a unit based at Raasay. Statutory first responder 
status should be pursued, in concert with the additional potential of a voluntary first responder scheme 

- see Recommendation 6.  

h) The present availability of superfast broadband should be exploited for the support of the 

community. Raasay should be considered as a potential development site for digital innovation - see 

Recommendation 11. 

Link to the Full Report. 

http://www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/News/PublicConsultation/Skye/Documents/1%20OOHs%20201

8/Out%20of%20Hours%20-%20Skye%20Report%20May%20250518%20Report.pdf 

 

 

Current Offers or Special Deals 

 

2 for 1 On Electric Bike Hire 

Get 2 electric bikes for 4 hours for only £30 or £45 for 
8 hours. Call or email to book. 01478660300 

info@raasay-house.co.uk 

3 for 2 On Outdoor Activities 

Call or email to book. 01478660300 info@raasay-
house.co.uk 

 

Current Job Vacancies 

Housekeeping & Waiting Team Members -  

applications to employment@raasay-house.co.uk 

 

Raasay House is open for coffee, cakes, drinks (from 
10am) and lunch (from 12 noon) every day of the 

week. 
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Employment Opportunity  

 

Part-time Local Development Officer 

Based on Raasay 

17.5 hours per week to end of March 2019 

Salary of up to £13500 (£27000 pro rata) 

Raasay Development Trust is looking to recruit a part-time Local Development Officer. 

You will work on projects including Social Housing, Pontoons and Wood Fuel / Biomass as well as 

progressing the local development plan. This is an exciting time for the Trust, with these key projects 

at early stages in their development. 

The role requires experience of working with a community, good presentation and communication 

skills, the ability to work effectively both in a team and on your own, a good working knowledge of 

Microsoft Office and general IT skills and a proven track record of delivering successful projects in 

partnership with voluntary and statutory bodies for example local housing associations, the Scottish 

Government and Highlands & Islands Enterprise.  

The closing date for applications is Friday 8th June. 

The position will start as soon as possible after Monday 18th June. 

For full details and application pack please contact RDT: 

 

Donnie Oliphant - Chairman 
Clachan Lodge, Isle of Raasay, IV40 8PB 
01478 660388 

clachanlodge@btinternet.com 
 

or Katherine Gillies - Treasurer 
1 Holoman Park, Isle of Raasay, IV40 8PE 
01478 660233 

katherine.raybole@gmail.com 
 

 

READER SUBMISSIONS 
The Am Bratach Editorial Team warmly welcomes articles, reviews, poems, 

images and notices from our readers.   

 

If you would like to submit a piece for consideration, then please send your item via email 

to ambratach@gmail.com. If you are sending us a piece of writing, please send it in a word 

document format. If you are sending us a photograph or image please send it in a JPEG, 

PNG or a PDF format.  

The deadline for submissions this month is Wednesday the 27th of June at 8pm.  

 

If you would like to be involved in the production of Am Bratach please drop us an email 

or speak to someone on the team. We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

AB Editorial Team 
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LOCAL SERVICES  
 

• RDT Surgery every Wednesday 10.00am-12.00pm or by appointment. Contact 
Rosemarie on 01478 660358 or email rosemarieraasay@gmail.com 

 
• NHS Nurse – 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday on 660204. Emergency calls to 999; 

minor injuries or illness to 111 (NHS 24). 
 

• GP Surgery – Wednesday mornings by appointment through Portree Medical Practice on 

01478 612013. 
 

• Vet Surgery – Rhona Campbell, Veterinary Surgeon on 01478 611269. 
 

• Recycle Rag Bag Raasay Primary School – Please ensure that all items are securely 

bagged before placing in the bin. 
 

• Pensioner’s Bus Service – Contact Barbara on 07342 298 597 to book.  
 

• Refuse collection – alternate Wednesdays.  
 

• Mobile Library every third Wednesday – 9.55am Inverarish Terrace Phone Box, 10.30am 

Inverarish Terrace, 10.45am Raasay Primary School (teachers and pupils only), 11.35am 
Raasay House, 12.00 Raasay Ferry terminal - next due: December 14th, January 4th 

and 25th. 
 

• The Alexander Technique – Call Winnie Ireland on 660227. 
 

• Split fuel logs - £50 a trailer (£70 hardwood). RDT is now running the fuelwood supply, 
taking over from RHCC. Anyone wanting to order fire wood should call the office (660 

358) or send an email (rosemarieraasay@gmail.com)  
 

• Isle of Skye Fish van deliveries weekly on Friday afternoons. 
 
 USEFUL NUMBERS  
 

• Business Gateway/Highland Opportunity/ Princes Scottish Youth Business Trust: Alistair Danter, 

Tigh na Sgire, Park Lane, Portree, Isle of Skye, IV51 9EP. 

Tel 01478 611501, Mob 07921 758451 Email alistair.danter@highland-opportunity.com  
 

• MP: Ian Blackford MP, 29 High street, Dingwall, IV15 9RU Telephone 01349 866397. Email: 
ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk  

 

• MSP: Kate Forbes MSP, 12 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RU. Tel 01349 863 888, 
www.twitter.com/@kateforbesmsp 
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What’s on Raasay – June 2018 
 

 

Am Bratach’s Editorial Team is:  
 

Artemis Pana, Della Cheshire, Val Corey,  Linsay MacLean,  Lillian MacLeod, Rosemarie McNee, Margaret Moodie, Carol Anderson & 

Calum Gillies.  

 

We wish to extend our thanks to all our contributors and readers and hope you enjoy this edition! 

 

We’re always looking for more volunteers to keep Am Bratach going as well as any feedback you might have: 

RDT Office – 660 358  or email:  ambratach@gmail.com  
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