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Raasay Man Celebrates 100th Birthday
Donald Gillies, originally from Raasay, will celebrate his 100th birthday on September 13 at his home in Perth.
Born at Mill Place in Raasay in 1918, Donald’s mother (Catriona Nicolson, daughter of Alasdair Dearg) was from
Rona and his father (John Gillies, son of Ronald Gillies) was from Fladda. Donald spent his childhood years at
34, Inverarish Terrace along with his four brothers and one sister (the family later moved to 2 Inverarish
Cottages). He attended Raasay primary school where he was taught by Miss Tallach as well as his uncle, Calum
Gillies.
In 1931 Donald won a bursary to enable him to attend Portree School. There was no boys’ hostel at that time,
so he lived in private digs, sharing a bedroom with three other boys. Imagine him at age 12, away from home
for the first time, managing his bursary money to buy books and shopping for food that his landlady would cook
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for him! At Portree he studied Latin and Greek, joined the Boy Scouts and played in the school football team. He
was also a shinty player, and a member of the famous Portree team that won the Skye cup in 1937 for the first
time in 13 years. This team was memorialized in Sorley Maclean’s poem Spring 1937.
From Portree, Donald went to Glasgow University to study Latin and Greek but his studies were cut short by the
outbreak of war in 1939. He joined the Gordon Highlanders and saw action at El Alamein and in the invasion of
Sicily, where he was wounded (and still has some shrapnel in his shoulder to this day). He was part of the D-Day
landings and the advance through France and Holland into Germany. After the war, he returned to Glasgow to
finish his degree and trained as a teacher.
From 1948, Donald taught at a variety of primary schools, first in Glasgow, then in and around Perth. He married
Liz Barrie from Aberdeen (whom he had met during the war while billeted in Aberdeenshire) and they had two
girls, Catriona and Patricia. Donald was very active in the Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS) and was awarded
the honorary degree of F.E.I.S. in 1970. He was also very involved with many local Gaelic societies, and was
Convener when the National Mod came to Perth in 1963.
Donald retired in 1982 as headmaster of Goodlyburn Primary School in Perth. Since then he has been very active
on the golf course and retained his interest in Gaelic societies. He was a founder member of a Perth ProBus
(Professional/Business) club for retired men. After two hip replacements and a pacemaker, he is still going strong,
although not playing golf anymore!
Donald will be celebrating his birthday with many family and friends, including his 1-year-old greatgranddaughter Riley who is making her first trip from California to Scotland to meet him. Many happy returns,
Donald, and congratulations on a long, happy and successful life!

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Alex Hemming will be on Raasay – Monday 17th September and Tuesday 18th
September.
To book an appointment please call Sally Walkinshaw 07872633006 and email
- walkinshawsally@gmail.com.

By Lillian MacLeod

Our second Craft Fair of this season was held on Thursday 16th
August in the Hall. Despite the poor weather it was again a very
successful event with many visitors, both adults and children
attending. Many people commented on the atmosphere of the day
being friendly, relaxed and
convivial. There was again an
excellent display of a wide
variety of crafts across the
eight tables and the photos
here give a flavour of that.

Kirsten at her table

Congratulations to all the crafters who work hard at their Crafts
to put on such a fine display! May I also thank all the kind people
Katherine’s new tartan lampshades
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who help out on the day; the Craft Fairs would not happen without that generous assistance.
The cafe, as always, did a roaring trade and the fact that the goodies
on offer all disappear is a testament to the quality of the baking
produced on the island. The crafters are very grateful to those of you
who donated baking and to Ann O and her team who work so hard all
day to make the cafe such a success.
The next Fair will be held on near the end of November or beginning
of December; plenty time to draw up your Christmas shopping lists!
The date will be notified in a future edition of Am Bratach.

The Walled Garden project took a table to sell
flowers and some delicious veggies

Unique clocks, made by Darryl

Beautiful Celtic knotwork, hand-painted onto
stones by Nadia

Raasay Tartan

You will probably have seen, in the Made in Raasay article, the photos of
Katherine’s tweed lampshades. I have a bolt of beautiful Harris Tweed in ‘Isle of Raasay’ tartan, woven
by Shawbost Weavers. If any of you are interested in using it for craft projects or garments, you’re
welcome to get in touch. Lillian

Raasay Development Trust
Firewood For Sale
We have lots of seasoned wood cut and available for purchase and prompt delivery.
So as the weather is getting colder - stock up now!
We have both soft wood and hard wood available. Hardwood orders are limited to one load per
household.
Please ensure that payment is made in advance of or at the time of delivery.
Payment can be made by bank transfer (Sort Code 089299, Account 65746118) , cheque or
cash.
Please contact Angus Gillies to place your order on 660383.

Soft Wood
Hard Wood

Standard Trailer Load
£50
£70

Log Pod
£50
£70

The wood fuel is processed and delivered by volunteers to provide fuel
to the community at a reasonable price.
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Pilgrimage and Homage
Weeden Nichols
President of the Clan MacLeod in the USA

Time, the deer, still waits at Hallaig.
She represents time as an obstacle
to a right and proper indignation
and remembrance of life and community,
lost with the clearance of Raasay,
lost with the dispersion of the people.
Sorley Maclean removes time, the obstacle,
with every reading of his poem Hallaig.
Sorley, with his great heart,
his great conscience, his great desolation,
and his great pen,
slays the deer with every reading.
Gentle Sorley, with his sustained indignation,
tells me to resist injustice if I can,
and to tell the story if I cannot.
He tells me this by example,
tells me to resist authority’s command,
that I forget and move on.
Jen has been moved by my pilgrimage
to honor Sorley’s life and great heart.
Along the former road, impassable now by vehicles,
we hike above, below, and within the magic and spirit
of the abandoned east coast of Raasay,
with the Five Sisters across the sound to the east.
Below us is the calm water,
So calm as to reflect the clouds and The Sisters.
The reflections of the clouds seem to float
above the calm surface. Magic!
Today, Sorley’s young girls of yesterday
float gracefully above the water, in the form of clouds.
Tomorrow, they may be trees again,
but I will be gone.
Today is my day
and Sorley’s, and Jen’s.
How to honor a life
of such conscience and principle,
as that of Sorley Maclean?
Share Hallaig,
make a pilgrimage,
shed a tear
and tell the story.

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter
September 2018

5

My membership of the Clan Society
By Margaret Moodie
Having recently been part of a Clan MacLeod four-yearly Gathering during their visit to Raasay, I
thought about my fifty years membership of the Clan Society.
I became involved in the 1960s after my first holiday on Skye with two friends. I was overwhelmed by
the beauty of the island with its mountains, loch and landscape. A visit to Dunvegan Castle was one of
the highlights of the week. Dame Flora, who had recently had a hip operation was sitting on a chair in
the drive, welcoming visitors. She was instrumental in the creation and success of the Clan Societies.
The Castle was fascinating with its ancient artefacts still maintaining the feeling of a family home.
My father, who was in his seventies, had always had an ambition to visit Skye so we ‘joined up’ and
the following year made arrangements to attend the next Clan Gathering. [After a long journey by
train, steamer and bus from the south of England, my father was heard to say that he couldn’t
understand why the MacLeods and MacDonalds wanted to fight over this land!]. We stayed in Mrs
MacGregor’s Atholl Guest House where we gradually met other MacLeods arriving for the week – no
need for surnames as we were all part of the same family with similar backgrounds and traditions.
Over the years my twin, John, and myself became more and more involved in Clan matters, attending
each Clan Gathering and learning about its 800 years’ history. We visited Borreraig, the site of the
MacCrimmons’ famous Piping School and climbed MacLeod’s Tables, site of the banquet arranged for
James IV. We also went to Harris and saw St. Clements Cathedral built by Alistair Crotach in the 15th
Century.
Clan members would sit in the drawing room of Dunvegan Castle (once the Great Hall) to hear the
story of the Fairy Flag and other traditions associated with the history of the MacLeods. Dame Flora’s
eldest daughter, Alice, sung the Fairy Lullaby and her grandson, John, played the pipes on the
battlements.
Being a member of the Clan is very important to me and the friends made are very precious.

The MacLeod Gathering on Raasay
Wednesday 25th July saw a magnificent number of the Clan MacLeod arrive on Raasay. They came from
all corners of the world, descendants of those displaced in the Highland clearances and refugees who
settled in France after the 1745 uprising when they were no longer safe in Scotland. Australia, New
Zealand, Canada and America were well represented of course and there were families from not so far
away just across the border in England! German families paid the compliment of wishing to be Scots
and had been affiliated to the Clan MacLeod. So a great mixture of folk!
They were welcomed with tea, coffee and home bakes which were very much appreciated. Some of
the party went to visit the distillery while other intrepid (and younger) folk went off to climb Dun Caan!
Many others stayed in the hall to take in the exhibition of Raasay history set up by the local history
group which triggered lots of interest and lively discussion. The visit also provided the first opportunity
that the members had to know one another and talk together. This filled the hall with a happy and
lively noise.
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At one o’clock lunch was served to over two hundred people, no mean feat! All thanks and praise are
due to the amazing workers in the kitchen All the visitors very much enjoyed the food and made it
known how they found it.
At half past two most of the folk left the hall to watch the tug o’ war at Raasay house. Some stayed
behind however, to continue their conversations and drink more tea and coffee. By half three the
majority had gone, leaving behind a tired but proud group of women, glad that Raasay had upheld its
tradition of Highland hospitality once again. All together the day had been a great success. Thanks to
all those who baked and shopped and worked so tirelessly to make it so. Moran Taing!

Somhairle na
bhriathran fhèin (2).
Co-dhiù, bha m' athair uamhasach math air seinn, agus bha
mo sheanmhair, màthair m' athar, a chaochail ann an 1923,
bha i ma 86 an uairsin 's bha i a' fuireach còmhla ruinn - nar
dachaigh. B' ise Màiri Nic Mhathain. Thàinig a sinn-seanair à
Loch Aills... Màiri Iain 'ic Sheumais 'ic Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh.
Thàinig Dòmhnall Ruadh à Loch Aills mar mhuillear gu
Steinnseal air an Taobh Sear... rugadh ise ann a' shin.
As well as all my written and book sources, I was very
fortunate to discover that a record of Sorley reading his poems
was available and duly purchased same. His measured and
resonant tones suited me - as a learner of Gaelic - and were a
major feature in my learning experience.
As another source - indeed, the very reason I took up an
interest in Gaelic (in addition to local placenames around Muir
of Ord) - Runrig and their Gaelic songs added to my
experience.
I compiled a cassette (see picture) of both sources - Runrig's
songs and Sorley's poems, and amazingly I still have this
cassette today! Pardon my writing - the numbers refer to
pages in "Reothairt is Contraigh".
So I feel it would be safe to say that I too had created a rich
and varied store of Gaelic materials and as such was
constructing my own Gaelic atmosphere.
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READER SUBMISSIONS
The Am Bratach Editorial Team warmly welcomes
articles, reviews, poems, images and notices from
our readers. If you would like to submit a piece for
consideration, then please send your item via email to
ambratach@gmail.com.
TEXT If you send us a piece of writing, please send it
in a word document format, Verdana font, size 11, no
text boxes and NO embedded photos within the article
please. If you would like to include images send them
attached to the email with a caption and a number
referring to the order they should appear within the
article. eg 1_Kirsten at her table.jpg
IMAGES If you send us a photograph or image please
send it in a JPEG format. The image caption should be
used as the file name and each should have a number
in order of how they fit into the piece. eg
2_Katherine’s new tartan lampshades.jpg
WE NEED YOU! In order to keep Am Bratach going we
desperately need volunteers to type up articles,
physically put the newsletter together once a month and
print paper copies. If you have a little time to spare
please drop us an email or speak to someone on the
team. We look forward to hearing from you.
The AB Editorial Team

An Invitation from the Raasay Gallery
Saturday 22 September, for wine and nibbles, from
4 pm to 7ish pm
Gordon and Christa would like to invite everyone to
visit the gallery for the official viewing of Judy
Evans’ paintings. (Judy Evans from Holoman) Judy
trained at Harrogate Art School and the Fine Art
Department at Newcastle University. Then came
London and finally the Lake District, where she
opened an Art Gallery in Kendal. Judy’s experience
in printmaking is reflected in her paintings: she
uses textile dyes. Gordon, Christa and Judy are
very much looking forward to seeing you in the
Gallery

7
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USEFUL NUMBERS
•

Current Offers or Special Deals
2 for 1 On Electric Bike Hire
Get 2 electric bikes for 4 hours for only £30 or £45 for
8 hours. Call or email to book. 01478660300
info@raasay-house.co.uk

•

Sunday Roast 2pm till 5pm Every Sunday
Call or email to book. 01478660300 info@raasayhouse.co.uk
Raasay House is open for coffee, cakes, drinks (from
10am) and lunch (from 12 noon) every day of the
week.

•

Business Gateway/Highland Opportunity/
Princes Scottish Youth Business Trust:
Alistair Danter, Tigh na Sgire, Park Lane,
Portree, Isle of Skye, IV51 9EP.
Tel 01478 611501, Mob 07921 758451
Email alistair.danter@highlandopportunity.com
MP: Ian Blackford MP, 29 High street,
Dingwall, IV15 9RU Telephone 01349
866397. Email:
ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk
MSP: Kate Forbes MSP, 12 High Street,
Dingwall, IV15 9RU. Tel 01349 863 888,
www.twitter.com/@kateforbesmsp

The garden has been very busy over the summer with lots of visitors, volunteers and customers coming
in. Everyone has been really pleased to see the progress made, excited for the future and our produce
has been getting fantastic reviews!
We’re starting to see some growth slow down now but there’s still plenty to keep us busy as we get
the third polytunnel into use and keep up with the weeds, planting our winter crops and reviewing how
things have worked. We’ve also got the orchard to plant and next year’s planting plan to firm up as
well as funding applications to complete and our 5 year plan to finalise ready to present to the board
of Raasay House Community Company.
We’re really pleased with how the onions and garlic have done in the garden,
they’re now harvested and drying. The courgettes, herbs and salad leaves are still
producing well although the squash, cucumbers and tomatoes have been slow this
year. The potatoes we’ve harvested so far from those planted in sacks haven’t
produced the quantities we had last year but we’ve got plenty left to harvest and
we’ve also planted them in the ground so we’ll see how they have done in the
weeks to come.
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The flowers we’ve grown include sweet peas, gladioli and dahlias
and they are still looking amazing.
Having only started the project in April 2017 this has been our first
full season and we’ve learnt a lot!
Produce & Flowers
We’ll continue to deliver whatever we have available to the shop on
Fridays – if you would like a regular delivery please get in touch and
we’ll pack it separately for you or you are very welcome to come
along to the garden when we’re there and pick your own!
We’ve also got some fantastic flowers so, if you want to order a bunch (or pick your own) either for
yourself or someone else, do think of us and buy local!
Our note cards are now stocked at Raasay Community Stores - £10 for a pack of 6 (with 2 designs per
pack).

Volunteer Working Days
Our weekday working days have been very well attended over the summer
so thank you to all who came along, we couldn’t do it without you! Working
days take place on the first and third Fridays of each month from 10am till
3pm and we provide tea, coffee and lunch. It’s not all digging and weeding
- there is something for all ages and abilities and you don’t need to be there
for the whole day. So if you'd like to volunteer please contact Kate or
Katherine, message us on Facebook or just turn up - Septembers working
days will be on Fridays 7 and 21 .
th

st

The Orchard Quadrant
We’ve already had a great response from people wanting to sponsor a tree in the orchard. We’re hoping
to start preparation work in the next couple of months but it’s not too late to get in touch if you’d like
to sponsor one. We are asking for a minimum donation of £30 per tree and that will include an
inscription. For everyone who has already been in touch thank you - we’ll get back to you with full
details shortly.

One Planet Picnic Event
On the evening of Saturday 22 September we will be holding our One Planet
Picnic in the Community Hall to celebrate local, seasonal produce from Raasay,
Skye and Scotland. It will be a licensed event with hot and cold food so keep an
eye out locally and on Facebook for more details!
nd

In the meantime to keep in touch you can visit our Facebook page: Raasay Walled Garden or call in to
the garden to look around. Email us on raasaywalledgarden@gmail.com or contact us by phone: Kate
Smith 660226 / 07816647739 or Katherine Gillies 660233.
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Raasay Community Association
Review of Events in August
The Kyle Ceilidh Band were back on Raasay for the last dance of the summer on Friday 10th August.
Despite a slow start to the evening it ended up being a great night, with the hall full the final Strip the
Willow spilled out into the entrance foyer.
Thank you very much to all those who have come along to the dances this year and especially to all
those who volunteered their time to set up, help on the night and clear away afterwards. These events
wouldn't happen without you!
Upcoming Events over the autumn & winter
On Saturday 29th September Patricia Carvalho will finish her 24 hour Hallaig Challenge to raise money
for the hall. To celebrate her achievement, we'll be holding a BBQ in the hall at 6pm. More details will
follow so please check Facebook and the notice board.
We'll be planning other events shortly so if you have any ideas or would like to get involved please
contact Katherine Gillies.
Please be aware that Sarah Watts has the hall booked for the week commencing Monday
15th October so we can't take other bookings during that week except for those that only
need the meeting room in the evening.
Pop Up Cafe
Unfortunately, we weren't able to run the cafe at all over the summer as the hall had bookings every
week. We hope to do some over the winter so keep an eye out!
Hall maintenance and repairs
The doors along the front of the hall are slowly being repaired so please bear with us whilst this is
going on. We've also had some intermittent problems with the heating and water and we are hoping
that these are now resolved.
Regular Dates
Ab Flab - If you fancy doing a bit of exercise there's a group meeting in the hall on Thursday evenings
at 6:30pm. All welcome regardless of (un)fitness level! Contact Kirsten Duncan for more details or just
come along.
Hairdresser - Due to prior bookings in the hall Murdina's regular weeks may be subject to change this
month.
Lunch Club - Septembers lunch club will take place on Wednesday 19th September. Please remember
to book with Ann O on 660388 if you are not a regular and if you are a regular please let her know if
you aren't coming!
Arts and Craft Group - this takes place on Mondays from 2 till 4
Knitting Bee - has not yet started up after the summer break so please contact Jill Westgarth on
660219 for details.
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Hall Hire Rates
Room

Main Hall or
Upstairs Meeting room or lobby

Residents &
Local Businesses

Non-Residents
& Commercial

Standard

Block Booking
(> 5 sessions)

£10 / hour

£8 / hour

Main Hall
(For a family or max 4 people for sports £5 / hour
etc)
Monthly Sports Promotion
(Runs October to March)
Use of hot desk in office

£20 / hour

£10 / hour

£10 / month
£5 / half day
£10 / day

£5 / half day
£10 / day

News from Raasay Primary
We welcomed pupils back to school on Tuesday 21 August after our summer break. This year we have
no new P1’s and we have no one leaving for High School so it is lovely to have the same group of 7
this session, including Alexander in the Nursery.
st

Here they all are with their buddies:
This term the focus for our Inter Disciplinary
Learning will be World War 1, also within
Science we will be looking at Earth and Space
and within Health and Wellbeing we will be
focusing on Food, to name just some of the
areas of our curriculum being covered this
term. Within the World War 1 topic pupils will
be researching family and local stories of
those involved in the War.
Perhaps you have some family connections or
stories you would like to share with the
pupils? If so, you can email the school on
wilma.duncan@highland.gov.uk
or
rhona.gillies@highland.gov.uk or drop us a
note. We are also delighted to be welcoming
author Donald Murray to the school on
Wednesday 12 September for a Creative
Writing Workshop linking to the World War 1
topic.
th
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Shelter Art
We were sorry to say goodbye to Fiona
Stone as she left for her new life in
Harris but are delighted that Katy Ann
will be taking up the PSA hours in the
school.
Before
she
left
Fiona
completed the art project in the
shelter – adding a fantastic fishing
boat scene to go along with the Dun
Caan mural already in place. We wish
Fiona well but we know that we will be
seeing her again as she has promised
to help with our Christmas Show!
Sports Day
Our annual Inter-School Sports Day,
held at Carbost School, was postponed
in the summer term due to weather –
this will now take place on Friday 7
September.
th

Raasay Primary Parent Council
Please see below message from Raasay Parent
Council:
‘Our children get to learn some amazing skills and
have great experiences through the community’s
involvement with the school, not only during the
school day but also at after school clubs - including
art, crafts, lego, weaving & gardening.
If you have any skills or interests that you would
like to share with the pupils we'd love to hear from
you. Please get in touch with the school.’
Raasay Parent Council
We have a busy term ahead, with the highlight
being our annual Coffee Day on Saturday 6
October. We will be keeping you informed of all
our activities and events through the school
website: www.raasayprimary.com as well as
through this newsletter and local notices so keep
your eyes peeled!
th
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LOCAL SERVICES
•

RDT Surgery every Wednesday 10.00am-12.00pm or by appointment. Contact Elizabeth
on 01478 660358 or email raasaydevelopmenttrust@gmail.com

•

NHS Nurse – 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday on 660204. Emergency calls to 999;
minor injuries or illness to 111 (NHS 24).

•

GP Surgery – Wednesday mornings by appointment through Portree Medical Practice on
01478 612013.

•

Vet Surgery – Rhona Campbell, Veterinary Surgeon on 01478 611269.

•

Recycle Rag Bag Raasay Primary School – Please ensure that all items are securely
bagged before placing in the bin.

•

Pensioner’s Bus Service – Check dates on Notice Board

•

Refuse collection – alternate Wednesdays.

•

The Alexander Technique – Call Winnie Ireland on 660227.

•

Split fuel logs - £50 a trailer (£70 hardwood). RDT is now running the fuelwood supply,
taking over from RHCC. Anyone wanting to order fire wood should call Angus Gillies on
660 383.

•

Isle of Skye Fish van deliveries weekly on Friday afternoons.

Am Bratach’s Editorial Team is:
Artemis Pana, Della Cheshire, Val Corey, Linsay MacLean, Lillian MacLeod, Margaret Moodie, Carol Anderson & Calum Gillies.
We wish to extend our thanks to all our contributors and readers and hope you enjoy this edition!
We’re always looking for more volunteers to keep Am Bratach going as well as any feedback you might have:
RDT Office – 660 358 or email: ambratach@gmail.com
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What’s on Raasay September 2018
Monday

3

Tuesday

4

Arts & Crafts
@ the Hall

10

11

Arts & Crafts
@ the Hall

Wed/day

Thursday

Friday

5

6

Green Bins

Ab Flab @Hall Raasay
Walled
Garden
Working Day

12

13

Blas @
Distillery

Ab Flab @Hall

7

Meditative
Walk
14

Saturday

Sun

1

2

8

Sunday Roast
@Raasay
House
9
Sunday Roast
@Raasay
House

Meditative
Walk
15

16
Sunday Roast
@Raasay
House

Blue Bins
17

18

19

20

Arts & Crafts
@ the Hall

Chimney
Sweep

Lunch Club
@Hall

Ab Flab @Hall Raasay
Walled
Garden
Working Day

Planet Picnic Sunday Roast
Event
@Raasay
(walled
House
garden)

27

Invite to
Raasay
Gallery
29

Chimney
Sweep

24
Arts & Crafts
@ the Hall

Green Bins

25

26
Blue Bins

Ab Flab @Hall

21

28

22

Hallaig
Challenge

23

30
Sunday Roast
@Raasay
House

All events summarised in this calendar are taken from articles and adverts within this month’s Am Bratach.
Please refer to the complete articles and adverts for further details.

Am Bratach: Raasay’s Community Newsletter advertising rates, per issue:
Full page: £20 Half page: £12 Quarter page: £8 Eighth page/Small ad: £5

